
Enhancing League 
Engagement

On  Friday,  September  22,  2017, 
League  members  from  across  the 
Commonwealth  will  meet  at  the 
Fredericksburg Hospitality House and 
Conference  Center,  2801  Plank  Rd 
Central  Park,  Fredericksburg,  VA 
22401.   (Note:  The  hotel  is  on  the 
service road behind Olive Garden and 
Applebee’s.)  Time:  Registration 8:30 
a.m.;  Early  Bird  session  9:15  a.m.; 
Workshops:  10  a.m.  –  3:00  p.m., 
lunch included.  Coffee and breakfast  
pasties will be available from 8 a.m..

The  theme  and  objective  of  the 
LWV-VA Workshops  is  to  help  both 
new and long-time members discover  
new  or  different  ways  for  engaging 
with  the  League  and  enhancing 
League impacts in our communities.

The League has  a  lot  of  work to 
do;  as  we  well  know,  Virginia  has 
elections each year - the very crux of 
League  work.   But  it  doesn’t  stop 
there.  We also engage with our legis-

lators and work in our communities to 
enhance  civic  involvement  and 
general  community  education.   The 
Workshop sessions will  present  new, 
and remind you of “old,” engagement  
tactics  that  make  being  a  League 
member so fulfilling.

Starting  at  9:15  a.m.,  Martha 
Rollins, LWV-VA Secretary, will lead 
an  overview  of  Robert’s  Rules  of 
Order,  the  mainstay  of  all  League 
board  meetings,  Councils  and 
Conventions.  An early bird session of 
procedural calisthenics  is  a  first  for 
fall workshop!

The  morning  session  of  the 
Workshops will convene at 10:00 a.m. 
with  a  panel  focused  on  voter 
engagement  through  VOTE411.org 
and  election-related  activities.   We 
will discuss the use of Observer Corps 
and  the  opportunities  of  the  weekly 
Women’s  Legislative  Round  Tables 
during the Virginia General Assembly. 

The second panel  of  the morning 
will  discuss  League  Programs  and 
Program Planning,  how to do it  and 
how  to  get  your  ideas  considered 
officially by the League at the local, 
state  and  national  levels.   We  will 
discuss the challenges and benefits of  
being  engaged  in  LWV-VA  studies 
and task forces.  And, we will discuss 
using  communications  to  enhance 
League  engagement  with  members 
and our communities.  

After  a  buffet  lunch,  the 
Workshops  will  reconvene  at  1:00 
p.m. with three breakout sessions on 
LWV-VA’s:  1)  Behavioral  Health 
Study, 2) Women’s Rights Task Force 
and  3)  School  Choice  Task  Force. 
These  50-minute  sessions  will  be 
repeated so every participant can learn 

about  at  least  two of  the  LWV-VA’s 
engaging program for 2017-19.  

You  don’t  want  to  miss  this 
workshop!   Both new and long-time 
members  will  leave  with  ideas  for 
increased engagement.  If you need to 
arrive the night before or if you’d like 
to  stay  and  enjoy  Fredericksburg on 
Saturday,  LWV-VA  has  negotiated 
room  rates  of  $99,  including  2 
breakfast  vouchers  per  room.   To 
make reservations call 540-786-8321,  
toll  free  at  (800)  682-1049,  and  say 
that  you  are  with  the  League  of 
Women Voters.   The registration fee 
for  the  Workshop  is  $45.00;  to 
register, use the enclosed form or use 
this link to register through Sign Up 
Genius.

Go to page 4 for more information  
a new study and two new task forces  
and  find  out  how  you  can  get  
involved!
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September, 2017
1 September Virginia Voter 

Eid al-Adha
4 Labor Day
8 LWVNCA Board Meeting
17 Constitution Day
20 Rosh Hashana (September 20th 

to 22nd), starts @ sundown.
21 LWV-VA Board Meeting
22 LWV-VA Fall Workshops 

(Fredericksburg)
26 National Voter Registration 

Day
30 Yom Kippur

October, 2017
1 October Voter Express 
2 Supreme Court Opens for 

Business
5-11 Sukkot
7 National Popular Vote March
13 LWVNCA Board Meeting
16 Last day to register to vote or 

update address
31 Last day to request absentee 

ballot by mail (5:00 p.m.)
Halloween

November, 2017
1 November Voter Express 

All Saints Day
3 LWVNCA Board Meeting
4 Last day to request absentee 

ballot in person (5:00 p.m.)
5 Daylight Savings Time ends
7 Election Day
11 Veteran's Day
20 Prefiling for the 2018 

General Assembly begins
23 Thanksgiving

December, 2017
1 December Virginia Voter 

LWVNCA Board Meeting
4 Requests for drafts of 

legislation to be prefiled to 
Legislative Services by 
5:00 p.m.

5 LWV-VA Board Meeting
6 LWV Pre-Session
6 St. Nicholas' Day
13-20Hanukkah
25 Christmas Day

26 Boxing Day
Kwanzaa (until Jan.1)

31 New Year's Eve

January, 2018
1 New Year's Day
2 January Voter Express 
5 All requests for drafts, 

redrafts, and corrections of  
legislation creating or con-
tinuing a study to Legislative 
Services by 5:00 p.m. 
All requests for redrafts and 
corrections for legislation to 
be prefiled to Legislative 
Services  by 5:00 p.m.
LWVNCA Board Meeting

6 Epiphany (Three Kings Day)
9 All drafts of prefiled 

legislation will be available by 
noon

10 First Day of the General 
Assembly
Prefiling ends at 10:00 a.m.

15 Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 
Birthday

17 Women's Legislative 
Roundtable. Richmond, VA

24 Women's Legislative 
Roundtable. Richmond, VA

25      Robert Burns' Birthday
31 Women's Legislative 

Roundtable. Richmond, VA
Tu Bishvat/Tu B'Shevat

February, 2018
1 February Virginia Voter 

African American History 
Month

2 LWVNCA Board Meeting
6 LWV-VA Board Meeting
7 League of Women Voters Day 
12 Lincoln's Birthday
13 Mardi Gras / Shrove Tuesday
14 Women's Legislative 

Roundtable. Richmond, VA
Ash Wednesday

16 Chinese New Year
19 Presidents' Day and 

Washington's Birthday
21 Women's Legislative 

Roundtable. Richmond, VA

28 Women's Legislative 
Roundtable. Richmond, VA

March, 2018
1 March Voter Express

Women's History Month 
Purim

2 LWVNCA Board Meeting
4 March 4th and Do Something 

Day
10 Virginia General Assembly 

Regular Session Adjourns 
Sine Die

11 Daylight Savings Time Starts!
14 Pi Day
30 Good Friday
31 Passover (through April 7)

April, 2018
1 Easter
2 April Voter Express
6 LWVNCA Board Meeting
15 Tax Day
18 Virginia General Assembly 

Reconvened Session
22 Earth Day

May, 2018
1 May Virginia Voter

Town & City Elections
5 Cinco de Mayo
5 LWVNCA Annual Convention
13 Mother's Day

Ramadan (ends on June 15)
20 Shavuot
28 Memorial Day

June, 2018
1 June Voter Express 
12 Virginia Primaries (if held)
15 LWV-VA  Board Meeting, 

Roslyn, VA
Eid al-Fitr

16 LWV-VA Council, Roslyn, VA 
17 Father's Day
28-30 LWV-US Convention 

(Chicago); (note: continues 
until July 1)
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From the President
As I write this President’s letter, after 
a  week  in  New  Mexico  visiting 
family,  I  find it  difficult  to  put  into 
words all that I want to say about the 
events and aftermath of August 12 in 
Charlottesville, my town.  Separating 
the joys of seeing son & daughter-in-
law,  granddaughters  and  great-
grandbabies  from  the  sorrow  of  the 
continuous coverage of those events is  
hard to do.

On  August  12,  I  chose  to  stay 
home,  away  from  downtown,  as 
requested  by  many  local 
organizations.   I  followed the events 
on media, and tried to wrap my mind 
around just what was happening here 
that  day (and the  night  before).   So 
much  hate  in  evidence,  so  much 
resistance to racism also in evidence. 

I was pleased to see the comment 
from  our  LWVUS  President,  Chris 
Carson,  condemning  the  hatred  and 
violence.   I  felt  then that  I  couldn’t 
add  any  more  to  her  remarks.   But 
now, at home for a day, I feel that I 
should  contribute  to  the  discussion,  
from a LWV-VA perspective. 

The League of  Women Voters  at 
all  levels  stands  up  for  freedom  of 
speech and assembly, and encourages  
public  participation  in  issues  of 
government.  It encourages discussion 
of all points of view, and assumes the 
civility will  be a major  part  of  such 
discussions.  When we do studies, or 
speak on governmental  issues  where 
we have no positions, we provide pros 
and  cons,  so  that  members  and  the 
public can make their own decisions.  

1 September Virginia Voter 
published
Eid al-Adha

4 Labor Day
5 International Day of Charity 

(United Nations)
8 LWVNCA Board Meeting

LWV-MC Membership 
Meeting

11 National Day of Service and 
Remembrance
LWV-FC Civics Game Night

13 International Chocolate Day
17 Citizenship Day

Constitution Day

However, there is no “pro” for the 
hate  speech  and  violence  that  
happened  in  Charlottesville  (or 
anywhere)  that  weekend.   There  are 
not two (or many) sides to the issue of 
racism and white supremacy – there is 
only one side and that it is wrong, and 
against our fundamental values.   On 
the issue of Confederate statues, there 
can be (and are) more than one valid 
point  of  view,  but  violence and hate 
speech should have no part  in  those 
discussions.

Back  to  what’s  going  on  with 
LWV-VA, we are sorely disappointed 
that  we  could  not  get  The  People’s 
Debate with AARP for the Governor’s 
race on both candidate’s agenda.  We 
will  be  starting  early  to  get  a 
Senatorial  Debate  arranged  for  next  
fall.

We are looking forward now to the 
Fall  Workshop  on  the  22nd,  and 
making  plans  for  the  General 
Assembly  activities  beginning  in 
January.   Our  new  Communications 
Team is working hard to update and 
upgrade our efforts  to keep in touch 
with  each other.   Enjoy reading this 
edition of The Virginia Voter!

Sue Lewis

21 LWV-VA Board Meeting
LWV-LC: Civic Engagement 
101 Class. 
Rosh Hashana 
International Peace Day

22 LWV-VA Fall Workshop 
(Fredericksburg)
LWV-FRA General Meeting

26 National Voter Registration 
Day

27 LWV-MC "Who Gets to Vote" 
Panel Discussion

30 LWV-FRE A Pathway to 
Civility in Communications 
Workshop
Yom Kippur

Editor's Note
Help Wanted: Stringers.

When I was a kid in Montana, the 
local paper, the Carbon County News,  
like most local papers, published news 
from  stringers  scattered  around  the 
county. Folks who lived in the small 
ranching  communities  and  the 
crossroads,  who  liked  to  write  and, 
more often than not, loved to gossip. 

Most  of  the  news  was  not 
particularly earth-shattering. 

"Delbert McInnis's  cows got  into 
Aunt Bessie's  garden and ate her 
delphiniums. The cows have been 
reported  to  the  sheriff.  The 
investigation is pending." 

Still,  it  kept  folks  in the  widespread 
ends of the county up to date with the 
happenings elsewhere.

Usually the letters were little more 
than  a  list  of  visitors,  a  mention  of 
who won the town's flower show, and 
which students made A's on their last 
report card.

We are looking for "stringers" for 
the  Virginia  Voter and  the  Voter  
Express...folks from each of the local 
Leagues who are willing to keep the 
rest of us up to date on your League's  
events  and  successes.  If  interested, 
drop us an email at communications@ 
lwv-va.org. 
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LWV-VA Behavioral 
Health Study

Mary Ann Moxon, LWV-WA

Linda  Rice,  Chair,  convened  the 
first  organizational  meeting  of  the 
LWV  Behavioral  Health  Committee 
meeting on August 3rd at 6 pm at the 
Williamsburg Regional Library.

Members  introduced  themselves 
with  a  brief  statement  about  their 
experiences  or  interests  in  the 
mental/behavioral  health field.  Carol 
DePalma,  Rubyjean  Gould,  Jan 
Reeves,  Karen  Kallay  and  Jodi 
Longwell  have  worked  in  the 
behavioral  health  field  and/or  are 
serving  on  Community  Service 
Boards.  Other  members,  Bobbie 
Falquet,  Madeline Larkin, Mary Ann 
Moxon,  Linda  Rice,  Nicole  Trifone, 
and Madeline Vann have expressed an 
interest  in  learning  more  about  the 
issues.  

All  agreed  that  the  study  be 
renamed  Behavioral  Health  Study to 
conform  with  the  nomenclature 
preferred  in  that  field,  e.g.  Virginia 
Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental  Services  (DBHDS). 
According  to  DBHDS,    behavioral 
health includes substance abuse.

Prior to this meeting, the chair sent 
the  following materials  for  members 
to review:

" LWVUS  behavioral  health 
position (2017 concurrence with 
LWV Colorado’s position);

" LWVVA mental  health  position 
(1985-’89);

" LWV  Fairfax  recent  study  on 
opioid-addiction; and

" Joint  Subcommittee  to  Study 
Mental  Health  Services  in  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  21st 

Century (SJ 47). which made 25 
recommendations  after  meeting 
five times between January and 
August, 2014.

Members  agreed  that  our  committee 
members should begin our research by 
reviewing  what  the  Joint  Sub-
committee  has  already  identified  as 
major issues/programs, including: 

Rubyjean Gould,  Linda Rice,  and 
Karen  Kallay  plan  to  attend  the 
upcoming  Joint  Sub-Committee  to 
Study Mental  Health Services  in the 
21st Century  –  Criminal  Justice 
Diversion Work Group* meeting on 
August 30, Senate Rm 3, 1 pm, The 
Capitol. The working group includes:

" House members: chair Robert B. 
Bell, Margaret B. Ransone, Luke 
Torian, Vivian Watts

" Senate  members:  Creigh  Deeds, 
Janet  D.  Howell,  John  A. 
Cosgrove

All  committee  members  also  re-
viewed  the  proposed  scope  which 
included the following topics:

" Expanding Access & Diagnosis
" Opioid Addiction
" Housing  –  Re-entry  into  the 

community
" Specialty Courts – Mental Health 

and Drug Courts
" Behavioral/Mental  Health Work-

force Development
" Virginia  Health  Workforce 

Development Authority 
" # of psychiatrists

" Behavioral/Mental Health Educa-
tion – early childhood to seniors

" National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI) – family-to-
family  and  peer-to-peer 
support groups

" Funding of Services 
" Federal/State  –  Medicaid 

and  SS  Disability  In  2013, 
VA ranked  42nd  out  of  all 
states  (37th  in  2016)  in 
mental health care according 
to  Mental  Health  America. 
net  (statistic  may  need 
update-  this  is  based  on 
prevalence of mental illness 
and  access  for  adults  and 
youth);  VA  does  not 
participate  in  Medicaid 
Expansion under ACA

" Other –local community
The  members  of  the  LWV 

Behavioral  Health  Committee  will 
approve  a  final  scope  at  their  next 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday, September 13, 2014 from 
5:30  to  7:30  p.m.  in   Room  C, 
Williamsburg Regional Library.

School Choice
Task Force

Carol Noggle, LWV-PWA

The increased probability of  2018 
Virginia legislation for school choice 
options,  including  vouchers  and  tax 
credit scholarships will require robust 
advocacy  to  assure  that  League 
principles  for  quality  public 
education, lack of discrimination, and 
fair funding prevail.

Thus, the  2017 LWV-VA Conven-
tion approved a task force to prepare 
resources  with  pros  and  cons  of 
charter  schools,  vouchers,  and 
additional  types  of  school  choice 
options in order to develop a tool for 
analysis  of  any  proposed  Virginia 
legislation  to  design  advocacy  in 
support  or  opposition  of  such 
legislation.

This  school  choice  project  task 
force  now consists  of  local  Leagues 
members  (from,  so  far,  the  Fairfax, 
Fredericksburg,  Prince  William, 
Charlottesville,  Richmond,  South 
Hampton  Roads,  Williamsburg,  and 
Montgomery County) who have been 
reading  a  basic  set  of  sources  of 
Virginia school choice regulations. 

More  people  are  paying  closer 
attention  to  the  topic.  Daily  articles 
and reports appear in the news, often 
controversial  issues,  so  our  antennae 
are up constantly. A link to one report 
leads to four more and.... on and on.

Who knew in June that there would 
be overload in July?

We have opportunity to report and 
discuss  school  choice  and  the  task 
force during two break-out sessions at  
the  September  22nd LWV-VA 
Workshops.

The task force needs researchers to 
explore  resources  and  list  pros  and 
cons for our further analysis. 

Funding--fair  and  constitutionally 
proper  funding--of  school  choice 
programs has become the major focus 
of our research as well as the Virginia 
regulations  in  place  now.  (We  have 
just begun...) 

The Virginia Department of Educa-
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tion (VDOE) website has a wealth of 
information that is our starting point. 
1. We have learned that In Virginia 

Charter  “Brick  and  Mortar” 
Schools  are  minimal,  a  known 
quantity  (9),  are  public  schools 
approved by local school boards,  
and well-regulated. 

2. Virginia  Virtual  is  a  Virginia 
public  e-school  offering  free 
courses online at WHRO eMedia 
that  are  easily  accessible  by 
teachers  and  students.  It  is 
partially  funded  philanthropic 
groups.

3. Multidivision  Online  Providers 
(MOPS) in Virginia are private e-
schools  (“virtual  charter 
schools”)  offered  by  corpora-
tions that seek students from  our 
Virginia  public  schools.  They 
must be approved by the Virginia 
Department  of  Education  but 
with  minimal  requirements  for 
teacher  certification,  teacher-
student  ratio  and  other  para-
meters.  Researchers  can analyze 
the data on enrollment,  comple-
tion  of  courses,  in-person 
monitoring of testing and which 
school districts are participating. 
These  well-funded  corporations 

market  aggressively,  capture 
management  fees  as  part  of  the 
tuition they receive,  and do not 
have  the  expenses  for 
maintenance  of  a  building  and 
facilities.  Some  have  back-
grounds  of  unsatisfactory  per-
formance in other states. The list 
of those that are approved are on 
the website so a researcher could 
research one or all of them.

Will we find some concerns?
Private e-schools will move from 

a charter status to a voucher status. 
Alternatives  and  options  for  choice 
are  useful  but  very  careful  analysis 
must  be  done  to  assure  that  our 
educational  goals  are  protected  and 
met.

Constitutional  issues  regarding 
funding:   What do the Constitutions 
say?  Researchers  can  research  both 
the U.S. and Virginia Constitutions to 
clarify  their  application  to  school 
choice funding proposals, particularly 
vouchers, in Virginia.

The Governor of Virginia cited the 
Virginia  Constitution  Article  VIII, 
Section  10  this  year  in  his  veto   of
HB1605 that  would  have  allowed 
parents  to  request  some  of  a  local 
school division’s state funds for use in 

a sectarian or nonsectarian school for 
their  children.  The  VA Constitution 
authorizes use of public funds only for  
public  and  nonsectarian  private 
schools.

US  Constitution  Establishment 
Clause: In  2002,  in  Zelman  v.  
Simmons-Harris, the  Supreme  Court 
ended the legal battle regarding Ohio 
legislation that allowed state funds for 
vouchers  for  religious  schools.  The 
U.S. Supreme Court (5 to 4) said the 
state-subsidized voucher program did 
not  violate  the  Establishment  Clause 
of  the  Constitution  because  the 
benefits  went  to  individuals  who 
could  exercise  their  free  choice 
between secular and religious schools.  
Would  someone  cite  this  case 
regarding Virginia legislation?

Researchers  can  help  with  these 
items:
• The  current  federal  budget 

proposal  includes  dollars  to 
increase  vouchers  for  schools. 
What  does  the  Secretary  of 
Education  say  about  how  those 
will be used?

• Statewide  candidates  in  Virginia 
have  made  statements  on 
improving  schools  and  adding 
choices. The education community 
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regularly  has  strong  statements 
with pros and cons. Organizations 
such  as  American  Legislative 
Exchange  Council  (ALEC) have 
regularly suggested legislation for 
school  choice  options.  Research 
their website for proposals.

• National  Council  of  State   
Legislatures (NCSL)  --has  a 
lengthy analysis of several school  
choice options

• Aggressive  marketing  in  Virginia 
by  corporations  offering  private 
virtual  schools  (e-schools,  cyber-
schools)  should  be  analyzed.  The 
list of those approved for e-schools 
in Virginia are listed on the VDOE 
website  so  each  one’s  website  is 
available for analysis of  what they 
offer. 

• The  deadline  for  required 
proposals  by  states  to  the 
Department  of  Education  (DOE) 

for  Every  Student  Succeeds  Act 
(ESSA)  funding.  A  researcher 
could analyze Virginia’s proposal.
Reading  list  with  both  sides  of 

issue: (More coming.)
"Pros  and  cons:  Myths  about 

school  voucher  problems" in  School  
Reform:  Opposing  Viewpoints 
counter-ed  by  charter  schools  are  a  
bad idea.

Women's Rights in 
Virginia Law
Task Force

Anne Bradstreet Smith,
LWV-VA Program Chair

 
The  League's  current  position  is 

that  "marriage  is  a  partnership,  that 
the principles of fairness, equity, and 

equality should govern the legal rights 
and responsibilities of each partner in 
a marriage." 

This study will examine the current 
state  of  Women’s  Rights  under  the 
Code  of  Virginia,  particularly  as 
regards marital equity and also look at 
the League’s position on the ERA. We 
invite  your  thoughts,  opinions  and 
very  importantly  -  your  participation 
in a discussion at the Fall Workshops 
on September 22nd! 

Those interested in working with 
this Task Force please contact Anne 
Smith, League Program Director, at 
annebradstreetsmith@gmail.com
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  LWV-VA Fall Workshops
  Workshop Schedule

8:30 – 10:00 Registration
9:15 – 9:45 Review of Roberts Rules – Martha Rollins, LWV-VA parliamentarian
10:00 Welcome – Sue Lewis, LWV-VA President

LWV Transformation – JoAnn Ross, LWV National Coach
Panel I Engaging With The Public – Sue Lewis, Moderator

            Engaging with Voters - VOTE411.org – Maggi Luca, LWV-VA Voter Services Director
            Engaging with Legislators – WLTRs – Valarie Fillgrove, LWV-VA Legislative Coordinator  

 Engaging with Local Government - Observer Corps – Linda Garvelink, LWV-VA 1stVP
Break

Panel II Engaging With The League, Linda Garvelink, Moderator
Engaging with Program Development, Planning & Community Forums, Sue Lewis
Engaging in League Studies, Anne B. Smith, LWV-VA Program Director
Engaging by Communicating, Meghan Dorsett, LWV-VA, Communications Co-Director

Noon – 1:00 Lunch Break: New York Deli Buffet
1:00 – 3:00 LWV-VA 2017-19 Program Issues

Behavioral Health Study
Women’s Rights Task Force
School Choice Task Force

Break
Behavioral Health Study
Women’s Rights Task Force
School Choice Task Force

2:50 – 3:00 Adjourn

mailto:annebradstreetsmith@gmail.com
http://www.ncsl.org/GoogleResults.aspx?q=school%20voucher%20program
http://www.ncsl.org/GoogleResults.aspx?q=school%20voucher%20program
https://www.alec.org/


Editor's  Note:  The  Virginia  Voter 
celebrates  local  league  actions  to  
implement  local,  state,  and  national  
postions.  Here  are  some  highlights!  
League (mhd)

LWV-Washington 
County: Confronting 
a National Crisis at 

the Local Level
Southwest Virginia has the highest 

rates  of  accidental  overdose  deaths 
from opioids in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia.  Virginia  has  been  severely 
impacted by opioid abuse, particularly 
the abuse of prescription drugs.  

On  September  11th,  LWV 
Washington  County  is  co-sponsoring 
"Revive:  Intranasal  Nalozone  Train-
ing:  Save  a  Life  from  Opioid 
Overdose.",  a  training  program 
offered  by  One  Care  of  Southwest  
Virginia  and  the  Gatton  College  of 
Pharmacy  at  East  Tennessee  State 
University. The  training program will 
be  held  at  the  Washington  County 
Public  Library  in  Abingdon, 
beginning  at  6:00  p.m.  For  more 
information,  check  the  Washington 
County  League  Facebook page  or 
contact them through email.

LWV-South Hampton 
Roads: Working to 
Create More Public 

Transit Opportunities
Marty Rollins,

President, LWV-SHR

LWV-South  Hampton  Roads is 
hosting  a  progressive  series  of 
programs about public transit leading 
up to a General Meeting at Hampton 
Roads Transit HQ on October 5 from 
5:00-7:00  p.m.,  when  Leaguers, 
partners, and public meet with transit 
leaders.  We  started  the  series  on 
Saturday with the Executive Director 
of our regional planning organization.  
On  Tuesday,  August  29,  we  are 
having  breakfast  with  the  transit 

planning team and  looking  at  routes 
and  considering  what  connections 
could be. On Thursday, September 28, 
a  lunch  meeting  is  scheduled  with 
Brian  Smith,  HRT's  Organizational 
Advancement  CEO;  and  we  mix 
funding  issues  with  concepts  of 
community  and  social  justice.  Just 
like  the  Metro  Action  Plan  in 
Northern  Virginia  (see  below),  the 
League wants action to get beyond the 
patchwork of funding sources that are  
cobbled  together  and  to  establish 
dedicated funding for transit.  Yes,  in  
case  you're  asking,  the  LWVUS  
position on transportation is a factor  
in Meeting Basic Human Needs!

Robert Crum, Executive Director of the  
Hampton  Roads  Planning  District  
Commission  and  Transportation  Plan-
ning Organization, spoke to LWV-SHR 
at  the  kickoff  meeting  of  the  Transit  
Series on August 19th.

National Capital Area 
Leagues Undertake 
“Fund it – Fix It” 

action plan supporting 
Metro

Therese M. Martin, LWV-NCA

40  years  after  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  of  the  National 
Capital  Area  (LWVNCA) adopted 
positions  in  support  of  Metro, 
including  a  dedicated  source  of 
funding it has joined with more than a 
dozen  nonprofit  organizations  in 
backing a  call  for  dedicated funding 
for the system.  The current emphasis 
is to obtain the funding that will allow 

Metro to fix the system so that it will 
continue to  reduce traffic  congestion 
in the DC area—while serving as the 
economic engine for the region.

A major impetus for action to solve 
Metro’s  funding  crisis  has  been  the 
recent  studies and reports  addressing 
both  the  problem  and  proposed 
solutions  from   the  Council  of 
Governments,  chief  administrative 
officers  of  local  jurisdictions,  Metro 
General Manager Paul Wiedefeld, and 
the  Virginia  Department  of  Rail  and 
Public  Transportation Transit  Capital 
Project Revenue Advisory Board,  as 
well as support from the Coalition for 
Smarter  Growth,  environmental 
groups,  and others..   As the heading 
for a recent article by Greater Greater 
Washington noted, “Almost everyone 
agrees WMATA needs funding.”  Not 
waiting for agreement on the amount  
of  funding  required  to  get  Metro 
healthy and keep it  that  way,  or  the 
specific methods to be used to obtain 
the  revenue,  the  League  and  other 
groups are moving ahead with plans to 
generate  support  for  whatever  plans 
are eventually proposed for adoption 
by  the  three  WMATA  jurisdictions 
(District of Columbia, Maryland, and 
Virginia – DMV).

 LWVNCA and its  member  local 
Leagues  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
the District of Columbia are bringing 
to  activities  in  support  of  the  Metro 
funding  needed  to  provide  frequent,  
reliable service, including: 
" Hosting  a  forum with  CSG  on 

October 7, 2017, titled “METRO 
Fund  It  –  Fix  It!  A  Call  to 
Action.” on October 7th.  

" Producing  a  fact  sheet  about 
Metro for  the  forum and  general 
distribution.

" Working  with  CSG  to  create  and 
circulate a petition to canvass and 
organize  Metro  riders who 
support the call for Metro funding 
and improved service.

" Creating  candidate  questions 
about  Metro for  Virginia’s 
November  2017  state  and  local 
elections.

See the LWV-NCA website for more 
information.
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It  is  that  time  of  the  year  again. 
Time  for  the  pre-election  voter 
registration  drives  and  League 
sponsored  forums  and  debates.  The 
chances are pretty good that your local 
League  needs  volunteers  to  help 
register voters and staff the candidate 
events. 

National Voter Registration Day 
is  on  Tuesday,  September 26th, so 
check with your  local League to find 
out how your League is participating. 
While  fewer  Leagues  are  actually 
holding voter  registration events  this 
year, many have included the link to 
the  online voter  registration form on 
the  the  Virginia  Department  of 
Elections  website.  As  an  aside,  the 
Virginia Department of Elections has 
recently added a lot more information 
about voting, including how to update 
and  check  registration,  find  your 
polling  place,  and  facts  for  student 
voters,  accessible  voting,  and  voter 
photo ID requirements.

LWV-Arlington  County  is  also 
sponsoring a showing of  Democracy  
for  Sale (with  discussion)  on  Sep-
tember 27th,  starting at  7:00 p.m. at 
the  Arlington  Cinema  and  Draft 
House. As with the LWV-PWA event, 
the Arlington event is free and is on a 
first come/first serve basis.

LWV-Arlington County has a call 
out  for  volunteers to  help staff  their 
voter registration events in September. 
A full  list of their  Voter Registration 
dates is available online, along with a 
sign up form for each event. 

LWV-Charlottesville is  sponsor-
ing  a  Louisa  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  Candidate  Forum 
on Wednesday, September 13, at 6:30 
p.m.  at  the  Louisa  County  High 
School in Mineral, Virginia

LWV-Fairfax Area has scheduled 
seven  candidate  events   starting  on 
September  11th and running through 
October 25th. You can find out more 
about the events on the  Fairfax Area 
Facebook Page.

LWV-Fredericksburg  (MAL)  is 
holding two Local Candidate Forums 
this  fall.  The  first  on  October  3rd, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Dorothy 
Art  Center  in  Fredericksburg.  The 
second is scheduled on October 25th,  
2017. While the details have yet to be 
released,  if  you  are  in  the 
Fredericksburg Area, check with their 
Voter  Services  chair  for  more 
information on the event and how to 
volunteer.

LWV-Loudoun County is hosting 
a Candidate Forum for the House of 
Delegates Candidates for the 10th and 
33rd  Districts  on  Tuesday,  October 
3rd, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Rust 
Library.  They are also hosting "Civic 
Engagement 101," a class on how to 
get  involved  in  elections,  on 
September 21, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., 
also at the Rust Library. 

LWV-Lynchburg is  holding  two 
voter  registration  events  this  fall  on 
Saturday,  September  30th  and 
Saturday, October 7th, both from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the City Market 
(1219 Main Street).  In addition, they 
are holding a Candidate Forum for the 
candidates  appearing  on  the 
Lynchburg ballot on October 19, from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers.  For  more  information  on 
the LWV-Lynchburg events, check out  
their  online  calendar and  their 
Facebook page. 

While LWV-Montgomery County 
has  not  announced  dates  for  voter  
registration events  or  their  candidate 
forums,  they  are  sponsoring  "Who 
Gets to Vote,"  a panel  discussion on 
methods  of  voter  suppression  and 
election  integrity.  The  event  will  be 
held on Wednesday, September 27, at  

7:00 p.m. in the Blacksburg Municipal 
Building  and  is  open  to  the  public.  
Panelists  include  Dr.  Caitlin  Jewitt 
and  Dr.  Nicholas  Goedert  of  the 
Virginia  Tech  Political  Science 
Department,  and  Dr.  Wornie  Reed, 
Director of the Race and Social Policy 
Research Center at Virginia Tech. The 
panel discussion is being co-hosted by 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  of 
Montgomery  County,  Virginia;  the 
Virginia  Tech  Lifelong  Learning 
Institute,  and  the  Montgomery-
Radford-Floyd branch of the NAACP.

LWV-Prince  William  Area is 
gearing up for a fairly busy fall. They 
have voter registration events planned 
for Haymarket Day (September 16, all 
day event); Manassas Latino Festival 
at the Harris Pavilion (September 24, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.); and the 
Manassas Jubilee (Historic Downtown 
Manassas,  from  10:00  a.m.  to  5:00 
p.m.). They are looking for volunteers 
to help staff the events, so  send them 
an email and let  them know you are 
interested. 

LWV-Prince William Area is also 
joining  with  other  groups  to  show 
Democracy for Sale,  a film by Zach 
Galifianakis  that  addresses  issues  of 
money  in  politics,  gerrymandering, 
and  voting  rights  in  North  Carolina. 
According to One Virginia 2021,  the 
film  is  a  "must  see."  The  event 
includes  a  free-screening  and  a 
discussion on September 26th,  from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Lakeside Theatre 
on  the  NOVA--Woodbridge  Campus 
in Woodbridge, Virginia. The event is 
open to the public and seats on on a  
first come first served basis. 

LWV-RMA Voter Registration Drive 
Training.
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LWV-Richmond is preparing for 
the   Richmond  Peace  Festival,  on 
October 1st, where they are planning 
on distributing voter information and 
answering  questions.  They will also
be  participating  in  "Call  12," 
sponsored by Channel 12, where they 
will  be  answering  callers  election 
questions on November  6th and 7th.  
Be  sure  to  check  their  calendar  for 
more information on both events.
Richmond  sponsored  a  Third  Party 
Voter  Registration  Drive  training 
session  on  August  19th  at  the  Glen 
Allen  Library.  The  training  session, 
which  featured  Garry  E.  Ellis,  the 
NVRA/ Voter Registration Coordina-
tor  for  the  Virginia  Department  of 
Elections  and  Ian  Baxter  (Inspire 
Virginia,  a  group  that  works  to 
educate  and  register  high  school 
students),  as  well  as  local  registrars 
Constance  Tyler  (Chesterfield 
County) and Kirk Showalter (City of 
Richmond).

LWV-Washington County is also 
gearing  up  for  a  busy fall,  although 
not all  of their activities are election 
related.  They  have  scheduled  two 
Meet  the  Candidate  events,  one  on 
Tuesday, October 3 at JB Battle High 
School, and the second on October 9th 
at  Greendale  Elementary  School. 
They  also  have  two  major  events 
scheduled  for  early  September.  On 
September  13,  Ed  Davis  will  be 
discussing action on climate change at  
the  Washington  County  Public 
Library. 

You  can  always  find  out  what  is 
happening at  your  local  league level  
by checking out their Facebook Pages 
and Websites. If you are not a member 
of a local League, check out the list of 
local  leagues  and  click  on  the 
appropriate  membership  form,  now 
available on the LWV-VA website.

When Candidates are 
Transparent, Voters Can 
Make Informed Choices 

and Hold Those Who 
Serve Them Accountable

Marian Currinder
Policy Director

Coalition for Integrity

On the heels of the corruption case 
that took Gov. Bob McDonnell all the 
way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
Virginians  rightfully  demanded more 
transparency  from  their  public 
servants. Lawmakers  responded  the 
following  year  by  passing  reform 
legislation  aimed  at  tightening  the 
state’s  notoriously  lax  ethics  laws. 
Ethics  rules  were  further  tightened 
this  year  when  lawmakers  approved 
an aggregate $100 cap on gifts.

Strengthening  ethics  laws  is  a 
smart  strategy  for  lawmakers  to 
pursue,  especially  as  public  trust  in 
political  leaders  has  plummeted  to 
new lows. A 2016  Gallup poll found 
that  only  42%  of  Americans  trust 
politicians,  down from 63 percent  in 
2004.  This  expanding  “trust  gap”  is  
driven  in  large  part  by  the  growing 
role of money in politics and the “pay 
to  play”  scandals  that  have  rocked 
state legislatures across the country. 

While passing tougher ethics laws 
is a step in the right direction, reform 
efforts  rarely  go  far  enough.  For 
example, Virginia lawmakers rejected 

amendments  to  the  gift  cap bill  that 
would have modified the definition of 
“personal  friend”  and  expanded  the 
definition of  “immediate  family”  for 
gift  disclosure  purposes.  Recall  that 
McDonnell described the businessman 
who gave him over $175,000 in gifts  
and  loans  as  a  “personal  friend,” 
exempting  him  from  disclosure 
requirements. 

Convincing politicians to reform a 
system from which they benefit can be 
an uphill  battle.  Incremental  change,  
where  lawmakers  tinker  around  the 
edges  rather  than  adopt  wholesale 
reform,  is  more  the  norm in  today’s 
political  environment.  And given the 
majority-rules  nature  of  the  policy-
making process,  reform-minded law-
makers  often find themselves on the 
losing side of ethics overhaul debates. 
Some  reforms  are  passed,  but  more 
aggressive  proposals  are  typically 
rejected.

The good news is  that  lawmakers 
who  favor  more  transparency  and 
disclosure  than  the  law  requires  can 
take  independent,  affirmative  action. 
Voluntary disclosure does not require 
an  act  of  law;  it  simply  requires  a 
willingness  to  be  open  and 
accountable  to  the  people.  The 
Virginia  Integrity  Challenge calls  on 
all  candidates to make their personal 
and  campaign  finance  disclosures 
publicly  available  and  easily 
accessible on their campaign websites. 
Doing  so  sends  a  strong  signal  to 
voters  who want  to  elect  candidates 
they can trust. 

Voters visit  candidate websites to 
learn more about the people who wish 
to  represent  their  interests  in 
Richmond.  Most  candidates  share 
information  about  their  career 
experience, education, families, policy 
positions,  and  values.  This  informa-
tion  is  useful  in  helping  voters 
determine whether a candidate’s views 
align with their own. 

Just as useful (and typically absent 
from  candidate  websites)  is  infor-
mation  about  who is  funding  candi-
date campaigns. Donor data provides 
important  information  about  the 
people,  organizations, and businesses 
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that   are   supporting  a    candidate 
and“signals”  to  voters  where 
candidates  stand on a host  of  policy 
issues. 

Because Virginia is one of the few 
states that allow candidates to dip into 
their campaign funds for personal use,  
voters should question how candidates 
are spending their campaign funds. By 
providing  a  link  on  their  campaign 
websites  to  their  campaign  finance 
contribution and expenditure  reports,  
candidates  could  easily  share  this 
valuable  information  with  voters.  In 
doing  so,  they  would  also  signal  to 
voters a willingness to be proactively 
transparent about how they are raising 
and spending money.

Voters  can  also  glean  valuable 
insight  from a  candidate’s  statement 
of  economic  interest.  Knowing,  for 
example, that a candidate owns more 
than  $50,000  in  utility  stock,  holds 

millions in commercial real estate, or 
is in sizeable debt may shed light on 
how  that  candidate  would  approach 
policy decision making. 

Candidate statements of economic 
interest also contain gift disclosures – 
information  that  has  become  all  the 
more  relevant  in  the  wake  of  the 
McDonnell  corruption scandal.  Law-
makers must disclose gifts worth $50 
or more, but they can (and should!) go 
further  than  the  law  requires.  They 
can  pledge  to  accept  no  gifts,  or 
pledge to disclose every gift  they or 
their  family  members  receive,  no 
matter the value.

Scroll  about  halfway  down  the 
LWV-VA homepage and you will find 
a  link to  the  Virginia  Public  Access 
Project  (VPAP)  website.  Here, 
Virginia  voters  can  access  detailed 
candidate  campaign contribution and 
expenditure  disclosures,  financial 

disclosures, and gift  disclosures. The 
information  VPAP  provides  is 
extremely  useful,  yet  largely 
untapped; most voters are simply too 
busy  with  their  day-to-day  lives  to 
research  candidates  beyond  a  quick 
visit to their campaign websites.  

With  this  in  mind,  the  Virginia 
Integrity Challenge asks candidates to 
be  proactively  transparent  and  make 
their  disclosures  available  on  the 
“about  me”  or  “meet  the  candidate” 
pages  of  their  campaign websites.  A 
simple statement that says, “I support 
transparency  and  will  serve  with 
integrity.  My  personal,  gift,  and 
campaign finance disclosures  can be 
found  here (linking  to  their  VPAP 
profile)” is all that is required. Several 
candidates have already endorsed the 
challenge;  we  encourage  you  to  ask 
the candidates vying for your vote this 
fall to pledge their support in making 
voluntary transparency a new norm.

Marian Currinder is 
policy  director  for 
the  Coalition  for 
Integrity,  a  nonpro-
fit,  nonpartisan 
501(c)(3)  organi-
zation that promotes 
integrity  in  the 

public and private sectors.  Contact her 
at mcurrinder@coalitionforintegrity.org, 
and  find  out  about  the  coali-
tion’s Virginia  Integrity  Challenge  at 
www.coalitionforintegrity.org.

Virginia gets F grade 
in 2012 State Integrity 
Investigations. The 
Center  for  Public 
Integrity.  19  March, 
2012.

State  Integrity  2015.  The  Center  for 
Public Integrity. 9 November 2015.

Final  Report  of  the  Commission  on 
Integrity and Public Confidence in State 
Government.  Virginia Governor's 
Office.  December, 2015.
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LWVUS-United 
Nations Observers  
Corps Carries On 

The League’s Finest  
Traditions

Jill Follows, LWVFA, 
LWVUS UN OBSERVER

October 2017

Over seventy years ago, the United 
Nations  was  established  and  the 
United States assumed a pivotal  role 
in  its  many  distinguished  achieve-
ments.  However,  the  mere  creation 
and  anticipated  effectiveness  of  the 
United  Nations  depended  on  the 
ardent  participation  of  the  world’s 
member states.   In the early 1940’s 
the United States government needed 
to  be  convinced  of  the  merits  of  a 
United Nations.

Proud and progressive members of 
the  League  of  Women  Voters 
spearheaded a grassroots movement to 
establish the United Nations.  League 
members  flooded  the  US  State 
Department  with  1000  letters  each 
day. In the autumn of 1944 the League 
launched the “Take it  to the People” 

campaign that distributed millions of 
pieces  of  literature,  held  educational 
forums,  and  urged  its  members  to 
write  their  Senators  to  approve  the 
United  Nations  Charter.   The  US 
Senate ratified the UN Charter on July 
28, 1945 by an overwhelming vote of  
89-2.  The League sent Anne Hartwell 
Johnstone  to  the  Charter  Conference 
in San Francisco where she was asked 
to assume leadership of the committee 
charged with creating the Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW).  The 
CSW  has  been  held  almost  yearly 
since  then  and  currently  attracts  the 
most  attendees  for  any  UN  annual  
event.  The LWVUS proudly sends  a 
delegation  to  the  CSW  each  year. 
Shortly after the United Nations was 
created,  President  Truman  appointed 
Former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
to the Human Rights Commission at 
the UN.  Mrs. Roosevelt  was instru-
mental in the creation of the Human 
Rights Declaration.

Since the beginning of the United 
Nations in 1946 the League of Women 
Voters’ UN Observers Corps has been 
involved  in  the  workings  of  the 
United  Nations.  Our  role  further 
developed  when  the  United  Nations 
Economic  and  Social  Council 
(ECOSOC)  granted  special  consul-
tative  status  to  the  League.   As  a 
direct result, our UN Observers gained 
the  privilege  to  intervene  (advocate) 
with UN Agencies and member states. 
Today,  the  League’s  UN  Observers 
strive  to  create  partnerships  between 
the  League  and  the  United  Nations 
that  revolve around our shared goals  
as contained in  Impact on Issues and 
the  UN’s  2030  Sustainable 
Development  Goals.   The  UN 
Observers carry on the League’s finest  
traditions  and  pursue  an  ever 
widening agenda that solves problems 
by partnering with others to engage in 
civil  discourse  to  clarify  the  issues, 
identify  best  practices,  implement 
strategies and measure the results  of 
the  League’s  initiatives.  The  UN 
Observers foster cooperation with UN 

Member  States,  UN  Agencies  and 
other  UN  accredited  Non-Govern-
mental  Organizations  (NGO),  acade-
mia and the private sector. 

Historically  and  currently,  the 
LWVUS policy positions on interna-
tional affairs guide the UN Observers to 
perform  substantial  research,  conduct 
international  interventions  and  sponsor 
leadership  initiatives.   In  1995,  the 
League’s UN Observer Margery Cohen 
attended  the  Beijing  Conference  and 
returned  home  to  work  in  conjunction 
with the LWVUS UN Observer  Corps 
and  other  interested  NGOs  to  form  a 
new organization within UNICEF called 
the  Working  Group  on  Girls  (WGG). 
UN Observer  Doris  Schapira  played  a 
pivotal  role  in  the  development  and 
progress  of  the  WGG.   Concerted 
efforts were taken to highlight the need 
to mention both women and girls  in all 
legislative  actions.  Using  the  same 
advocacy  and  education  tactics  that 
the League used in 1944 to drum up 
support  for  adoption  of  the  UN 
Charter,  the  UN  Observers  worked 
with  the  WGG  and  the  larger  UN 
community to ensure that girls have a 
right  to  an  environment  that  is  free 
from  violence,  an  education  that 
promotes  their  economic  indepen-
dence and a right to decide their own 
course  in  life.  The  WGG  efforts 
culminated  in  the  United  Nations 
adoption  of  Resolution  66/170 
(adopted 12/19/11) declaring October 
11th as  the  International  Day  of  the  
Girl Child. 

L  to  R:  UN  Observers  Jill  Follows,  
Rosalee Keech, Suzanne Stassevich.
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Our  current  initiatives  focus  on 
national  and  international  efforts  to 
increase  women’s  leadership  and 
participation  in  democratic  political 
processes,  support  the  extension  of 
voting  rights  to  women,  promote 
gender equality/human rights, prevent 
violence against women and girls and 
promote climate sustainability. 

The  UN  Observers  have  taken 
many  opportunities  at  the  UN  to 
promote  the  achievements  of  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  and 
encourage international cooperation in 
reaching even more goals.

Recently, UN Observers addressed 
UN  briefing  sessions  on  different 
forms  of  violence  including  child 
marriage,  advocated  for  action  on 
attacking the demand for forced labor  
and human trafficking and shared the 
contributions  of  the  LWVUS on  the 
occasion of the 70th anniversary of the 
United Nations.

The  UN  Observers  sponsored  a 
side  event  at  the  March  2017 
Commission on the Status of Women: 
The Business of Parliaments: Achiev-
ing  Women’s  Economic  Empower-
ment.  The  UN  Observers  also 
sponsored a  parallel  event:  What  
Policies  Can  Support  Women’s  Eco-
nomic  Empowerment?  Setting  Up  
Forums  and  Debates  in  Your  
Community.

UN Observers also organized side 
events at recent UN events such as the 
International  Day  of  Older  Persons, 
Commission on the Status of Women, 
International  Day  of  the  Child  and 
International  Day  of  the  Girl.   The 
latter  event  focused  on  actions  that  
can  be  taken  by  member  States  and 
UN  Agencies  to  Prevent  Child 
Trafficking.  The  LWV’s  UN 
Observers partnered with UN member 
states  including  Germany,  Brazil, 
Turkey, Sweden, Canada, Philippines, 
Tanzania, New Zealand, El Salvador, 
Poland  and  the  United  States  in 
organizing various events.

The  League’s  UN  Observers 
drafted White Papers (research/policy 
positions) on women’s voting rights in 
Saudi  Arabia,  gender  violence  as  a 
precursor  to  terrorism/war  and 
prevention  of   child   exploitation   at

L  to  R  UN  Observers  Jill  Follows,  
Suzanne Stassevitch, Chris Sagona plus  
2 delegates to CSW 61 (Liz Milner and 
Patty Infantino) 

major  sporting  events  such  as  the 
World Cup in soccer or Super Bowl in 
football.

At  present,  the  League’s  UN 
Observers  are  led  by  the  Chief  UN 
Observer  Rosalee  Keech.  (2010-
present)  Rosalee is  an acknowledged 
expert  on  human  trafficking  issues 
and initiatives. She is taking the lead 
on researching the issue of the UN’s 
policies and impact on refugees. Judy 
Schachter  continually  spearheads 
work supporting the  advancement  of 
girls  worldwide.  (2011-present) 
Suzanne  Stassevitch  champions  the 
League’s grassroots methodology and 
practices and actively supports League 
delegates’ attendance at CSW. (2013-
present)  Chris  Sagona  manages  the 
communications  and  outreach  pro-
grams. Her live tweets are particularly 
insightful  on  anti-trafficking  efforts 
and  online  harassment  targeting 
women  and  girls.  (2013-present). 
Robin Tokmakian focuses on climate 
change and sustainability.  Watch for 
her insights from the November 2017 
Climate Change Conference in Bonn, 
Germany. (2016-present)  Jill Follows 
addresses  international  initiatives  on 
women’s leadership and participation 

in  democratic  political  processes. 
(2017-present)

The  LWV-UN  Observers  are 
motivated  to  expand  our  reach  to 
League  members  able  to  participate 
remotely. Over the course of the past 
two  years,  the  UN has  expanded  its 
use  of  technology  in  enabling 
participation remotely.  The increased 
transparency  of  the  United  Nations 
affords an opportunity to learn much 
more  about  the  United  Nations’ 
Sustainable  Development  Goals 
(SDGs)  and  strategies  to  achieve 
peace and justice for all.  

We  ask  for  your  help  to  raise 
awareness of the remarkable achieve-
ments of  our founding members and 
participate  in  addressing  and  com-
municating  the  League’s  positions, 
notably  in  the  realm of  international 
initiatives.   There are  many ways to 
participate today.   Join us on google 
groups  by  sending  an  email  to 
chrissagona@gmail.com.  Be  sure  to 
let  Chris  know that  you heard about 
this opportunity through the  Virginia  
Voter.   Let  us  know  that  you’re 
following  UN meetings  televised  on 
www.webtv.un.org.  Participate in the 
annual  Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW) at UN headquarters in 
New York City.  CSW62 will be held 
March 12-24,  2018.   Please  sign up 
with google groups to receive further  
notifications.   Follow us  on Twitter: 
@rokeech,  @smstass,  @LeagueN 
Valley. 

If  you  prefer  to  contact  UN 
Observer  and  Virginia  League 
member  Jill  Follows  directly,  please 
email  her  at  UN@lwv-fairfax.org. 
Your contributions are valued.   

UN's  Conference  to 
End Violence Against 
Women  &  Girls: 
LWV Sponsors  Panel 
Discussion.  lwv.org

Commission  on  the 
Status  of  Women. 

United  Nations.  UNWomen.org. 2017, 
You can find a full list of the documents 
from the 51st Session of the CSW, here. 

Digital Library. U.N. Women. 2017. An 
excellent  collection  of  resources, 
including  manuals,  white  papers,  and 
case studies.

The Virginia Voter September, 2017 12
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Sips and Civility
Notes from Amy Hjerstedt, 

LWV Falls Church

Before the Event
Timing. Choose a weeknight at a later 
time  so  young  professionals  and 
parents can join. Typically 7:30 p.m. 
or 8 p.m.

Location. Reserve  spaces  in 
restaurants  that  have  large  dining 
areas. Choose nights that do not have 
events  or  large  crowds—typically 
Mondays and Tuesdays. Request that  
checks be individually calculated.
Choosing the Topic. The topic should 
be  something  the  host  can  find 
materials  on,  including  discussion 
questions that will  foster civility and 
nonpartisan  behavior.  Preferably, 
choose a topic that the League has a 
position on. Topics that attract a lot of 
attention—voting rights, redistricting, 
money in politics, women in politics, 
immigration,  environment,  education, 
privatization,  justice  system,  equal 
pay,  and  government  transparency—
will  create interest;  people will  want 
to learn more and share what they are 
hearing,  especially  if  the  topic  is 
considered controversial.

Promote the Event
Website. Make  sure  your  League’s 
website  is  up-to-date!  The  calendar 
must list all  of the upcoming events, 
and  archive  the  old  events. 
Prospective attendees will get directed 
to  your  website,  so  make  sure  your 
League’s online presence is polished!

Get  the  Word  Out. Share  with 

everyone!  Community  calendars 
(online and print),  fliers  at  local  hot 
spots  and  hangouts,  community 
partners—other  advocacy  groups, 
churches,  moms  groups,  community 
hobby/interest  groups,  etc.  Also 
promote  on  the  radio,  in  the 
newspaper  (online  and  print),  email, 
social media, and website(s).

Facebook! Once the date is set, create 
a  Facebook  Event  page  on  the 
League's  Facebook  page.  Encourage 
League members who follow or ‘like’ 
the page and to invite their Facebook 
friends. The League’s Facebook page 
administrators and moderators should 
also  invite  their  local  Facebook 
friends to the event.  This function is 
on the "share" button on the League’s 
Facebook page. For more information 
about  sharing  Facebook  events, 
Google “How do I share an event?”
Groups  on  Facebook.  Share  the 
Event Page on other Facebook groups’ 
newsfeed  (must  belong  to  those 
groups before sharing). For example, 
Northern  Virginia  has  many  new 
advocacy groups that the local League 
promotes  its  events  to:  Together  We 
Will  (TWW),  Pantsuit  Virginia, 
Pantsuit  District,  Indivisible,  Our 
Revolution, Stronger Together, March 
Forward VA, Network NoVA, Fairfax 
Grassroots,  Republicans  of  Northern 
Virginia, The Falls Church Way, Falls 
Church  Moms,  Falls  Church/ 
Arlington  Huddle,  Hear  Our  Voice, 
Falls Church Families, as well as local 
buy/sell/trade/information  Facebook 
pages.  Sharing  to  groups  outside  of 
the League brings new people to the 
League’s Facebook page, website, and 
events. When prospective participants 
click  ‘interested’ or  RSVP  ‘Going,’ 
then  they  receive  updates  in  their  
notifications,  which  serves  as  a 
reminder  and  a  place  to  get  new 
updates and information.

Facebook  Reminders. Every  week 
post  updates,  teasers,  and articles on 
the  Event  Page.  When  the  event  is 
within a week, post every other day or 
so.  Create  reminders  on  the  Event 

Page and share again on the League’s 
Page  as  well  as  other  Facebook 
groups.  This  keeps  the  Event  Page 
audience,  and  potentially  new 
audience members, thinking about the 
event.  The  event  stays  relevant  and 
visible!

EventBrite.com. This is another tool 
to  share  events  and  attract  new 
audiences, and it’s a free service but 
only  if  the  event  is  free  for 
participants. Facebook and Eventbrite 
have  teamed  up  so  sharing  the 
Eventbrite page is easy to do.
Email  Reminders.  Share  the  event 
(specifically  the  League’s  website, 
EventBrite  link,  and  the  Facebook 
page (event  page,  too))  with  League 
members,  supporters,  and volunteers. 
Don’t  leave  anyone  out!  Send  the 
reminder in routine newsletters and in 
a  separate  email  leading  up  the  the 
event—the  day  of  and  a  few  days 
before as gentle reminders.

Night of the Event
Materials.
• LWV table banner (small).
• Sign-in sheet and pens.
• Name tags and sharpie pens.
• State and local fliers for upcoming 

events.
• Topical discussion questions.
• *EverydayDemocracy.org,
• LivingRoomConversation.org,  and 

LWV.org  Action  Kits  have 
excellent  discussion  questions. 
Also consider using past consensus 
questions  from  past  studies  or 
current  studies  to  generate  civic 
debate.

• Notebook or notecards and pens.
• Books  relevant  to  the  the  event’s 

discussion topic.
• LWV business cards.
• Host  wear  LWV  t-shirt  and/or 

buttons.
• Opportunities  for  quick  yet 

effective advocacy
• Petitions the League has created or 

approved  to  share  (eg.  redistrict-
ing).

• Postcards, stamps, and addresses to 
elected representatives.
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The Event’s Structure
• Thank  everyone  for  coming, 

briefly talk about  LWV, and why 
this  topic was chosen for  Sips & 
Civility.  Remind participants how 
the  League  is  nonpartisan  and 
political.  Also  remind  them  to 
sign-in,  to  wear  a  name  tag,  to 
listen deeply and to share civilly, 
and  that  there  are  postcards  and 
stamps for quick advocacy.

• Break the participants into groups 
of seven or fewer.

• Assign a seasoned League member 
to informally moderate the discus-
sions to ensure each participant has 
an  opportunity  to  talk  and  that 
everyone  keeps  the  conversation 
moving and nonpartisan.

• Give  discussion  questions, 
notepad/  cards  and  pens  to  each 
small group discussion moderator.

• Turning  to  small  groups, 
moderators  ask  everyone  to 
introduce  themselves.  Using  the 
discussion questions handout  (see 
above in “materials” for where to 
get  created  questions),  the  small 
groups work through experiences,  
issues, and solutions guided by the 
questions and the moderator.

• Before  participants  leave,  remind 
them  about  the  postcards  and 
stamps on the table. At the end of 
the discussion, a volunteer collects 
the cards and either mails them or 
asks  a  League  moderator  or  the 
host  to  mail  the  postcards.  Also, 
remind  participants  to  sign-in 
before they leave the event and to 
checkout the League’s website and 
Facebook page for other upcoming 
events.

After the Event
Follow-up.
• Within three days,  email all of the 

participants who signed in. Thank 

them  for  their  attendance  and 
participation.  Share  upcoming 
events  by  directing  them  to  the 
website  and Facebook page.  Also 
share  how  they  can  get  more 
involved  in  League  and  where  to 
find more resources about the topic 
that was discussed at LWV Sips & 
Civility (this can be articles related 
to the topics and League resources 
(forum.lwv.org).

• Facebook follow-up. Celebrate the 
night!  Share  pictures  and  thank 
everyone  for  coming—do this  on 
the event page and on the League’s 
Facebook  page.  Provide  more 
resources to keep the conversation 
going,  such  as  the  League’s 
website, articles, and the League’s 
positions.

• Newsletter. Share  pictures  of  the 
event, links to articles, and a date 
and the topic of the next LWV Sips 
& Civility event.

• Website.  Archive  the  past  LWV 
Sips & Civility event and create a 
new event. Make sure the website 
calendar is always up-to-date. Post 
pictures and links to resources on 
the website and give teasers (if the 
next Sips isn’t set yet) to the next 
Sips & Civility event.

Here are some helpful links:
• Living Room Conversations: 

http://www.livingroomconversatio
ns.org/

• Everyday Democracy: 
https://www.everyday-
democracy.org/resources

• LWV.org Action Kits: 
http://forum.lwv.org/document/mo
ney-politics-action-kit

• Eventbrite: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/

• LWVUS Resources: forum.lwv.org
• Links to other state 

positions/resources (LWV 
Clearinghouse): 
https://sites.google.com/a/
leagueofwomenvoters.org/clearing
house/
For more information about host-

ing LWV Sips & Civility, contact Amy 
Hjerstedt: email amy.hjerstedt  
@gmail.com; call/text 510-812-6410.

Managing Email
Carol Lindstrom,

Co-Director, Communications

Are  you  receiving  your  emails 
from LWV-VA? We need your help to 
make sure  you are getting important  
notices from LWV-VA. At  this  time, 
55  members  have  not  provided  an 
email  address  to  their  Local  League 
(LL)  for  their  membership  records; 
and 29 do not receive emails because 
their  email  addresses  do  not  work. 
While 84 total is not a huge number, 
every single member is  important  to 
us.

How can you help? Contact  your 
LL to  make  sure  that  they have the 
correct email and physical address for  
you  in  their  records.  The  email 
address to which we send your emails 
should be the one that is on record in 
your LL membership.

Check your SPAM folder to see if 
email from LWV-VA is showing up in 
your  SPAM  folder  (both  with  your 
email  provider  and  your  email 
manager).  Any time that  you change 
to  a  new  email  provider  (gmail, 
comcast,  verizon,  etc.),  the company 
will set up default SPAM settings on 
your  account.  You  then  need  to 
“teach” your SPAM settings what you 
want to receive.  If you need further 
assistance,  send us  an email and we 
will try to help by guiding you to the 
resources you need.  

For  those  who have unsubscribed 
in  the  last  year,  there  have  been 
changes that  may make you want to 
reconsider.  There  will  be  one  major 
email  coming  from  LWV-VA  per 
month. It  will  be either  The Virginia 
Voter (4 times per year) or  The Voter 
Express (the other 8 months). During 
our Virginia Legislative Session, there 
will  be  Action  Alerts,  with  Action 
Alerts  on  the  national  level  to  be 
distributed as they arrive. If you wish 
to  resubscribe  you  can  do  so  at 
http://eepurl.com/cUHLV9

Be sure to pester Meghan Dorsett 
about email at Workshop!

Thanks for all you do for League.
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Don’t Miss Out on 
this Year’s Big Events!

Read the Virginia Voter
& the Voter Express
and Stay Informed.

Coming in the Next Issue of the Virginia Voter...
      --The Ins and Outs of Pre-Session
       --Researching and Tracking Bills
       --Designing a "Game Night" for your Local League
                 --And Much More...

League of Women Voters® of Virginia
1011 East Main Street
Suite 214A
Richmond, VA 23219


