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What's on the Ballot in November?  Learn About
the Two Constitutional Amendments on Every

Virginia Ballot
 

Constitutional Amendment on Tax Relief 
Constitutional Amendment on Right to Work (Union    
 Membership)

To learn more, including pros and cons, go to http://www.vote411.org/.,
type in your address.  Next click on the green button for your "personalized ballot" and then the "show my
races" option  to see the information. 
 
Thanks to Sheila Iskra, LWVFA Voter Guide Chair, for updating  Vote411.org
 

 

 Register Now for LWV-VA Fall Workshops -
September 17 in Charlottesville

 
 

Plan to spend a day in Charlottesville--on an away-football-weekend for UVA —with League members
from all over the state -- on Saturday, September 17, beginning at 9:30 a.m. The reason: sharing of
valuable League ideas and strategies to deal with this very important election year. We are planning a

http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/?u=b5e0846049fb1f85a73736a50&id=040adaaa3c&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.vote411.org/
http://vote411.org/


day filled with information on topics of interest to League members. Click
Here to access the registration form or copy and paste the following URL
into your browser.  http://www.lwv-
va.org/files/workshops_2016_08_09_registform.pdf

 
 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization encouraging the informed and active
participation in government. It influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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Fall Workshop Plans Finalized
 

Keynoting this year’s workshop will be Meg Heubeck, UVA Center for Politics, Director
of Instruction for the Youth Leadership Initiative. Her address is entitled “Promoting
Civic Participation in an Age of Polarization.” This timely topic will be of interest to all
members as Election Day approaches.
 
In addition to Ms. Heubeck’s presentation, individual workshop topics include proposed
Constitutional amendments, fracking study committee report, gun safety task force
update, helpful information dealing with candidate debates/ Forums /Meet & Greets,

Vote411.org issues, electronic media.
 
For more details and the registration form Click Here or paste the following URL in your browser.
http://www.lwv-va.org/files/workshops_2016_08_09_registform.pdf
 
To learn more about Ms. Heubeck, Click Here or paste the following URL in your browser
http://www.centerforpolitics.org/staff_meg.html

 

State Senator Survell Prefiles

http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b5e0846049fb1f85a73736a50&id=9bf4c8f861&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.lwv-va.org/files/workshops_2016_08_09_registform.pdf
http://www.lwv-va.org/files/
http://www.centerforpolitics.org/staff_meg.html
http://www.centerforpolitics.org/staff_meg.html


ERA Ratification Bill
Senator Scott Surovell, representing the 36th State Senatorial District, has prefiled
Senate Joint Resolution 221 that would ratify the Equal Rights Amendment. This is
good news for Leaguers in Virginia, who have been pushing for passage of the
legislation for many years.
 
Only three more states are need to ratify the amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Many Americans do not realize that the amendment has not been officially added
to the constitution. Virginia is one of only 11 states that has not ratified this
amendment.
 
Click Here to read the Senator’s bill or paste the following URL into your browser:
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+SJ221+pdf

 
 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization encouraging the informed and active
participation in government. It influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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Only a Few More Days Left to Register for LWV-
VA Workshops. Deadline Friday, the 9th

 
Individual workshop topics include proposed Constitutional
amendments, fracking study committee report, gun safety task force
update, helpful information dealing with candidate debates/ Forums
/Meet & Greets, Vote411.org issues, electronic media.

Keynoting this year’s workshop will be Meg Heubeck, UVA Center for Politics, Director of
Instruction for the Youth Leadership Initiative. Her address is entitled “Promoting Civic
Participation in an Age of Polarization.” This timely topic will be of interest to all members as
Election Day approaches.
 
For more details and the registration form Click Here or paste the following URL in your browser.
< http://www.lwv-va.org/files/workshops_2016_08_09_registform.pdf >

 
 
 

Registration Drives Targeting the General Public,
College Students and High School Students
Underway
 

http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/?u=b5e0846049fb1f85a73736a50&id=6aafca0df5&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.lwv-va.org/files/workshops_2016_08_09_registform.pdf
http://www.lwv-va.org/files/workshops_2016_08_09_registform.pdf


National Voter Registration Day, September 27, is rapidly approaching and
Leagues need to double down on their voter registration efforts.
 
The high school registration effort puts emphasis on peer-to-peer
interaction. Contacts with school administrators and key students need to
be made early to be effective. Watch for more information in the next few
days.

 
Many Leagues already have established campaigns to register high school students and the time has
come to put them into effect again. Drives in the past have encountered many students excited and
willing to help register their fellow students.
 
At the college level, the State League initiative to register college students now is underway. A flyer that
can be handed out on college campuses is available for your use. Click Here for a copy of the flyer.
< http://www.lwv-va.org/files/voterservice_2016_08_30_collegeflyer.pdf >

The time frame to make everything happen is between September 27 and October 17 deadline to
register. Make use of the recently released video on why people need to register and vote for what they
care about. See the article on our Home Page < http://lwv-va.org > The website also includes information
on making sure people already registered don’t attempt to re-register.

 

Interesting Article on “Right to Work”
Amendment Up for Vote

 
The November election ballot will contain a request to amend Virginia’s Constitution. What is this all
about? Virginia has a Right to Work Law on the books and the question being asked is “Should the law be
added to the Virginia Constitution?” The Washington Post recently published an article entitled “5 Myths
About Unions” that offers thoughts to help voters decide how they feel about the proposition.
 
Click Here to read the article. < https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/five-myths-about-
unions/2016/09/02/9dd2e584-704a-11e6-9705-23e51a2f424d_story.html?
utm_term=.6f01afcc1777 >
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Additional Information on the Screening of
"Under the Gun"

 
Thursday, October 27, 2016, 7 pm McLean Community Center 1234 Ingleside Dr. McLean, VA
22101
 

"Under The Gun", narrated by Katie Couric. America has failed to respond with meaningful action. What is keeping
the two sides of this debate from finding common ground?

Panelists include:

Matt Bennett Matt is one of the original founders of "Third Way" (a DC based centrist think tank). Matt has spent
16+ years in the gun violence prevention space following the Columbine mass shooting. He served as an advisor to
the Sandy Hook families after Newtown. Mr Bennett is widely recognized for his expertise on the politics and
challenges within the gun debate.

Peter Read Peter is a retired U.S. Air Force officer with a two-decade military career stationed both in the United
States and overseas. He is a graduate of the United States Air Force Academy and the Naval Postgraduate School,
with degrees in International Affairs and National Security Affairs.

Peter Read's eldest daughter, Mary Karen Read, age 19, was killed on April 16, 2007, one of 32 students and faculty
killed at Virginia Tech (VT). Since that time, Peter and his wife Cathy have worked on behalf of many causes in
memory of Mary and her fellow Hokies.

http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b5e0846049fb1f85a73736a50&id=18a9572f9a&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
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NOTE: This revised VE  provides direct links to the articles referenced. These
were inadvertently left out go the original document.       

Items of interest to Leaguers
  

(Material Recently Added to the State League Website:  www.lwv-va.org)
 

1. State Supreme Court refuses to hold Governor McAuliffe in
contempt for his revised process for restoring voting rights to felons
who have served their terms.  Click Here to read entire press
release.

 
 

2. Power Point presentation on firearms safety by Ruth Hoffman
(LWVFA) at the recent LWV-VA workshop in Charlottesville.  This
presentation can be used by local Leagues for League and/or
community events. Click Here to the PowerPoint.

 

3. Article entitled “The League of Women Voters Is Changing” from the Sept. 2016 edition of the
Fairfax Voter. While a small amount of this material is specific to Fairfax, the majority will be useful
for new Leaguers and a refresher for all of us. It was co-written by Kelly Stratman, a member of

http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/?u=b5e0846049fb1f85a73736a50&id=ff307ed024&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.lwv-va.org/
http://www.richmond.com/news/virginia/article_397c5a9f-5695-521c-a791-fabae3e17812.html
http://www.richmond.com/news/virginia/article_397c5a9f-5695-521c-a791-fabae3e17812.html


the LWVUS staff. Click Here to read entire article.

 
 

4. Article entitled “Electing a President” from the October 2016 edition of
the Fairfax Voter co-written by
former state president Olga
Hernandez. Ever wonder about
the electoral college.? The
article examines the current
presidential electoral process
and considers whether changes
should be made. Click Here to
read this article.

Upcoming State Consensus on Fracking 
 

New section on our website has been set up to
provide information on ”fracking” for all local
Leagues to use to prepare members for a
consensus to be considered at the statewide
June 2017 convention.   A Power Point
presentation from this website can be used to
present programs locally, including community-
wide ones.  An 8-page study filled with graphs,
photos and charts may also be used as the basis for informing Leaguers about the issues.   Click Here to
access the fracking information.

News Brief
Marti Rollins (LWVSHR) has been appointed by the LWV-VA Board for as
LWV-VA Secretary to fill the remaining term of elected Secretary Rebecca
Shankman.  Rebecca  (LWVMC) recently resigned due to a heavy load of family
responsibilities.  The Board accepted Rebecca’s resignation with regret at their
September 16 meeting.  Marti is a long-time League member and has served
on several occasions as the Parliamentarian at LWV state and national
conventions.  We welcome her as our new LWV-VA Secretary.
 
 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization encouraging the informed and active
participation in government. It influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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http://www.lwv-va-natres.org/hydraulic-fracturing-study-resources/committee-documents/rona-ackermans-powerpoint-presentation/
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Pre-Session Date Announced: December 7 in
Richmond

 
League Co-Presidents Dianne Blais and Lois Page announced today that the annual Pre-Session of
the Women's Legislative Roundtable will be held in Richmond on December 7. The day starts at
9:00 AM in Senate Room 3 of the Capitol Building, Richmond.
 
Various advocacy groups will make presentations on their agendas for the upcoming legislation
session in an attempt to find areas of mutual concern.
 
Details and RSVP information coming soon.

Richmond Area Metro to Hold
Public Meeting on Fracking

On Thursday, October 27, 2016, at 5:30 p.m. the LWV-RMA will hold a public meeting on the
subject of hydraulic fracturing, better known as fracking, in the meeting room of the Tuckahoe
Branch of the Henrico Public Library, 1901 Starling Drive, Henrico VA 23229.
 
The purpose of the meeting is to prepare LWV-RMA members for the LWV-VA study + consensus
of fracking in Virginia and to inform the public about this important issue.

http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b5e0846049fb1f85a73736a50&id=330b20a2b4&e=%5BUNIQID%5D


 
Fracking has been done in Virginia for over a century but differently
from what is going on in other states like Pennsylvania or from what
you may have seen in the documentary "Gasland."
 
Speakers at the meeting will be someone from the Virginia Department
of Mines, Minerals, and Energy and someone from the environmental
community. For the public meeting the subject will focus on the
DMME fracking regulations just released this past August.
 

 

“Governor’s Challenge in
High School Voter Registration”

 
Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe recently announced this effort to capture the
interest of 17 and 18 years olds in the voting process to begin September 29

and end the 3rd week in April.  LWV-VA is one of the valued partners in this
effort.
 
Local Leagues should continue whatever relationships they have developed
with their area highs schools. Suggestions on how to interact with this new
contest:
 

1. Winning schools, those who register at least 65% of the students
who will be 18 by the next election, will receive statewide
recognition and a plaque suitable for posting in the school public
areas.  Student leaders will also be recognized. Ask the principals if
s/he has signed on to participate.  If the answer is yes, suggest your
League would like to help them win. If no, urge them to consider
and ask someone in the school to be the contact person.

2. Mention how successful getting students to register has been when students help to organize the
effort.  Ask principals if they can identify any student leaders who might take on this project.

3. Try to meet with identified student leaders and help them do what you have likely been doing
there for years.

4.  Click Here  for more information. http://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/high-
school/index.html   Make any corrections to your local information by emailing
taylor.melton@governor.virginia.gov: 

 

 
 

http://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/high-school/index.html
http://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/high-school/index.html
mailto:taylor.melton@governor.virginia.gov
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League Voices Opinion on
Voter Registration Failure

 
The League of Women Voters of Virginia recognizes that there is more than one source contributing to
the failure of Virginia's online voter registration system during an unprecedented heavy load on the citizen
portal. This crisis is a nonpartisan issue that demands action to protect the Virginians who intended to
register online on Monday, October 17th. The extreme wait time online is similar to waiting in-person in a
long line on the last day of registration and on Election Day at 7:00 PM. Those Voters are accommodated.
So should those Virginians waiting to register online.
 
Wherever the burden of correction lies, action is needed immediately.
 
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences
public policy through education and advocacy. We never support or oppose any political party or
candidate.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization encouraging the informed and active
participation in government. It influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Copyright © 2016 League of Women Voters of Virginia|*, All rights reserved.

http://us11.campaign-archive1.com/?u=b5e0846049fb1f85a73736a50&id=a1bb502558&e=%5BUNIQID%5D


In This Issue:

All You need to Know About Fracking in
VA
Registration Form for Pre-Session
Available
State League Has New Office
Meet Laura Graham New Admin
Assistant

View this email in your browser

The Virginia Voter Express
           Issue No. 16-25                           October 20, 2016          

All You Need to Know
About “Fracking in Virginia”

 
“Fracking in Virginia” is hot off the presses, the first study to appear on the new LWV-VA Natural
Resources webpage, compiled and formatted by Carol Lindstrom of LWVRMA . The new webpage has
been developed to provide a home for League studies pertaining to the subject. To access the fracking
material go to www.lwv-va.org and click on the link from the article on the homepage.  You can go directly
via this url: http://www.lwv-va-natres.org/final-committee-report-and-
consensus-questions/
 
The study itself was edited by Rona Ackerman, LWVFA , who also created
a set of slides available to all.  Also included are consensus questions and
a discussion guide,  everything a local League would need to inform fully its
members as they try to reach consensus on this important state issue. .
The deadline for local Leagues to report is March 31, 2017.  At that point the committee and the state
board will work to compile the responses and approve the wording of a possible new position to be voted
on at the June state convention. 

Other committee members are Sue Delos, LWVWB, and Megan Dorsett, LWVRMA. The state program
director is Frances Schutz, LWVCA.

Registration Form for WLRT Pre-Session Now

http://us11.campaign-archive2.com/?u=b5e0846049fb1f85a73736a50&id=2a7f708469&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.lwv-va.org/


Available
 

Mark your calendar now for our annual WLRT Pre-session, scheduled for
December 7, at the Capitol in Richmond. Various advocacy groups will
make presentations on their agendas for the upcoming legislation session
in an attempt to find areas of mutual concern. Details can be found on the
registration form. 

Click Here or copy and paste the following URL into your browser < http://lwv-
va.org/files/wlrt_2016_10_20_registform.pdf > to obtain a copy of the registration form and please help us
with the planning by registering early.

State League Has a New Office
 

Our Richmond home at 501 E. Franklin St. for several years is being turned into a
boutique hotel, so LWV-VA Arranger-in-Chief, Lynn Johnston has succeeded in
finding us a new location for even less money!  Our new home, is located at 1011
E. Main Street, Suite 214A, Richmond, Va. 23219.  We will be there officially as
of Nov. 1.  It is part of a block of buildings known as the Iron Fronts after the
melted down cannon balls from the Civil War  (a very historic building, one of the
few to escape the big Richmond fire of 1865).  The best part of the deal is the good
deli on the first floor of the building.  We will retain our office phone number--
804-521-4171.  League visitors to Richmond will be encouraged to take the grand tour. 

Meet Laura Graham,
LWV-VA New Admin Assistant

 
LWV-VA’s Board has hired Laura Graham of Richmond as a part time administrative assistant as of
October 13.  Among her many duties will be to serve as a presence in our state office on a much more
regular basis than has been true in the past.  Helping to move and organize the new state office will be
one of her first duties.  She will also be on hand during the General Assembly session to help our over-
worked volunteer Legislative Coordinator, Carol Noggle.
 
Laura describes herself as a “dynamic problem solver, coordinator and liaison, project-oriented producer
with proven delivery in high pressure environments.”  She has had considerable experience with
videography.  She currently has a flexible work schedule as a Private Duty Care Manager and with the
Red Cross. 
 
Welcome, Laura. Her email is lulagrae@gmail.com
 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization encouraging the informed and active
participation in government. It influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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Voter Registration Is Over;
Encourage People to Vote

 
Leaguers need to shift their emphasis since the deadline for voter registration has passed. Leagues
should begin their campaigns to get out the vote in November. Either absentee or in person voting is
needed to be sure that this election reflects the will of the people.
 
Absentee ballots can be requested by mail, fax, email or online through November 1 at 5:00 p.m. and
must be received by the office of elections on Election Day by 7:00 p.m. In-person absentee voting
schedules and locations are available from County and City Registrars. Contrary to what many people
believe, all ballots will be counted. Remind People

Spread the Word About Vote411
 
Who’s on your ballot? Where is your polling place? What do you need to bring with you on Election Day?



VOTE411.org has you covered with all your accurate election information. Encourage your friends,
neighbors to use this valuable tool to become an informed voter.

VOTE411.org is the single best resource to help voters get ready on and before November 8.
VOTE411 prepares voters with more information about candidates, up and down the ballot, and
issues than any other voter resource and also provides voting tools including registration, polling
addresses, elections official look-up and rules about early and absentee voting. 

 
 

 

LWVUS Launches “I know my vote
will count.” Campaign

 
 

The credibility of American elections has been brought to the forefront of
this campaign. For nearly a century, the League’s members have worked
tirelessly to ensure that elections in this country are free, fair, and credible.
Thanks to our work, we know voters who cast their ballots do so with the
confidence that their votes will count. The League is obligated to set the
record straight so that voters across the country have the real facts. 
 
Our response is a new social media campaign:
Over the remaining weeks of this election, we urge Leaguers to join us in sharing the message, “I'm
voting, and I know my vote will count.” We’ll be sharing photos with “I voted” stickers and other social
media showcasing our get-out-the-vote efforts, and hope you will help us by joining in. 
 
Here are our messages related to election credibility, if you receive an inquiry: 
•  When there is a problem with the integrity of our elections, the League of Women Voters is the first to
speak out.  
•  Peddling false claims about such an important issue is a direct threat to America’s cherished
democratic process, and it belittles the real challenges too many American voters have faced in recent
years. 
 
Here are the points to promote in our public messages in these last critical weeks: 
•  I am going to vote and I know my vote will count.
•  VOTE411.org is the single best resource to help voters get ready on and before November 8.
•  VOTE411 prepares voters with more information about candidates, up and down the ballot, and issues
than any other voter resource and also provides voting tools including registration, polling addresses,
elections official look-up and rules about early and absentee voting. 
•  Millions of voters will head to the polls to stand up for what matters most in their communities and their
lives. The League hopes all eligible voters will exercise their right to vote and weigh in on the elections in
their community. 
•  These elections are about our jobs, our health, our communities, our security and our future. Take
control and commit to vote in these elections.

http://www.vote411.org/
http://vote411.org/
http://vote411.org/


•  Voting brings us together as Americans – it is the one time when we are all equal. Voting is your
opportunity to support your community and have a say in America’s future. Every vote counts and our
votes make a difference.

Fact: All Absentee Ballots Are Counted
 

A common misconception exists that absentee ballots are only counted if the vote is close. Election
officials count all ballots cast and they are reflected in the totals. Keep in mind that you must have a valid
reason to vote absentee. Virginia does not permit early voting automatically. Pass the word on.
 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization encouraging the informed and active
participation in government. It influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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