
We must keep Public Funds for our Public Schools
Tuition Tax Credit Programs and  “Vouchers” undermine public education funding and compromise the Principles of 
public schools.
“Public schools should prevail as the highest priority for school choice in Virginia based on their role and 
responsibility in sustaining democracy.”

Virginia’s Constitution REQUIRES  a system of free public elementary and secondary schools for all 
children of school age throughout the Commonwealth, and shall seek to ensure that an educational program of high 
quality is established and continually maintained. (VA Constitution Article VIII, Section 1.)

We oppose expansion of the Tuition Tax Credit Program: Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program (EISTCP) 
and oppose establishing “Vouchers” (Educational Savings Accounts) for the reasons below.

A. Regarding the EISTC Program:
1. Tuition Tax Credits reduce revenue for public schools.
2. At least $25 million can go to private schools each year.
3. $25 million should not be diverted from Virginia’s public schools. ($10,758,821.52 in 2017)
4. Public schools are already underfunded. 
5. Private school curriculum may include religious bias and religious training.
6. Private school policy may include gender discrimination. Title IX compliance is not required.
7. Transferring a student to a private school does not reduce a local school’s operating expenses.
8. VDOE has to employ personnel to administer the program; thus, funds diverted from classrooms
9. Better education at these private schools has not been shown.
10. Donors benefit by taking both Federal and State charitable tax deductions
11. But the donation may not fully cover the student’s tuition. 
12. Wealthy donors benefit more than the students do.
13. Parents are not always advised of the loss of protection of federal rights for disabled students
14. Desirable diversity in the public school may be decreased.
15. Tax shelters undermine our public education.
16. Legislative changes can be proposed including these:

...Reduce the allowable tax credit of 65%

...Reduce the annual $25 million cap of donations

B. Regarding Vouchers (aka Educational Savings Accounts or ESA)
1. The Virginia Constitution prohibits public funding of private schools. (Article VIII, Section 10)
2. Payment would go directly from the local school district to a family.
3. ESAs have high startup and administration costs such as reported in the 2017 proposal HB1605.
4. ESAs are not targeted to families in need of financial assistance. 
5. Vouchers may not cover full tuition or expenses
6. Low-income families may have limited participation.
7. No specific income level is required for eligibility.
8. High income families can already afford private school tuition
8. Payment is based on the local school district SOQ, not the need of the family or the cost.
9. Few limits are placed on how payments can be used – including transportation, home-schooling,

and college tuition 
10. No quality controls such as an approval process or accreditation are required.
11. Teacher qualification standards may be minimal.
12. Limited educational improvement with ESAs is reported by other states.
13. Nondiscrimination policies may not be in place in a private school.

 


