
 

Improve Campaign Finance Rules  

    Support HB 1952 and HJ 526  

Executive Summary. Virginia’s campaign finance rules need modernization. HJ 526 authorizes a joint 

subcommittee to comprehensively study campaign finance laws in Virginia and HB 1952 clarifies that 

candidates cannot use campaign funds for personal use. Passing these bills will start paving a path to 

greater trust by voters in the integrity of the General Assembly and our representative democracy. 

Issue. Virginia’s campaign finance rules are outdated.  Further, clarification of what kinds of expenditures 
can be made with campaign funds would reduce risks and promote democracy.   

 

 

LWV-VA Supports 

• Campaign finance reforms that enhance political equality for candidates, protect representative 

democracy from distortion, and provide transparency supporting informed voter choices.  

• A comprehensive review of Virginia’s campaign finance laws will provide recommendations for 

an updated system reflecting the latest developments and best practices. 

• Public financing of campaigns in Virginia, as the ultimate solution which should be included in 

any comprehensive review. 

• Reasonable restrictions on personal use of campaign funds by candidates. (Such restrictions 

should not include childcare expenses incurred as a direct result of campaign activity.) 

Rationale for Reform 

• Virginia’s campaign finance laws have been ranked 47th out of 50 states in America because:  
▪ Virginia is one of only five states that do not limit contributions, either by dollar amount or 

by type of contributor. 
▪ Virginia does not prohibit candidates from using campaign and political action funds for 

personal use while they are actively campaigning.  
▪ The Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics Advisory Council and other state entities do not 

have authority to enforce any violations of the law.  
▪ Public financing has been adopted in 14 other states. This precedent provides a range of models 

and results to inform reforms in Virginia. 

Virginia is one of only five states without restrictions on campaign contributions 

– National Conference of State Legislatures 

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?211+sum+HB1952
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=211&typ=bil&val=HJ526
https://publicintegrity.org/state-politics/virginia-gets-f-grade-in-2012-state-integrity-investigation/
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/Elections/Contribution-Limits-to-Candidates-2019-2020.pdf?ver=2019-10-02-132802-117
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/virginias-lax-ethics-laws-legalize-corruption-will-the-gop-ever-stop-blocking-reform/2019/10/12/1c2a3698-ead8-11e9-9c6d-436a0df4f31d_story.html
https://www.arlnow.com/2019/07/10/peters-take-reform-virginia-campaign-finance-and-ethics-laws/
https://www.arlnow.com/2019/07/10/peters-take-reform-virginia-campaign-finance-and-ethics-laws/
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/public-financing-of-campaigns-overview.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/Portals/1/Documents/Elections/Contribution-Limits-to-Candidates-2019-2020.pdf?ver=2019-10-02-132802-117

