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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council—June 4, 2022 

Embracing a World of  Change 

Council Agenda 

 

9-10:35 AM    Plenary Session 

 Welcome  

            Local Leagues Roll Call 

 LWV-VA Board Members Introduction 

 Council Committees: 

  - Credentials 

  - Standing Rules 

  - 2022 Readers 

 Parliamentarian Introduction 

 Credentials Report 

 Council Standing Rules 

 Council Agenda 

 2020 Council Minutes 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 Operating Fund Budget FY23 

 Announcements  

10:35-10:45 AM  Break       

10:45-11:45 AM Review of the Four Ongoing Position Studies: 

   - Money in Politics 

   - Education Equity 

   - Environmental Justice 

   - Child Care 

11:45-Noon  Break  

Noon-12:30 AM  Keynote Speaker 
  Kelly Thomasson, Former Secretary of Commonwealth  
 
12:30-1:30 PM Leadership Training 
  Jes Davis, LWV-VA Secretary and Assistant Director for  
  Leadership and Civic Engagement for VT Engage at Virginia Tech 
 
1:30-1:40 PM  Break 
 
1:40-2:40 PM  Engaging Women to Serve on Commissions and Run for Office 

 Dorothy Heffron, Virginia Program Manager, RelectUs  
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports –  

President, Deb Wake 

Embracing change strengthens our democracy by 
providing “more seats at the table” and better  
representation. We understand that giving up power 
and control can be scary to those used to wielding it. 
Perhaps it’s easy to believe that when you hold a  
position of authority, that you know what is best for 
everyone. However, we are individually molded by 
our life experiences and circumstances that  
necessarily shape our interactions and decisions. 
When diverse voices are heard and weighed equally, 
our democracy is stronger. The League is working to 
partner with organizations and to attract members 
that increase the diverse voices we amplify. 
 
Increased diversity necessarily leads to change  

because new points of view and ideas are included. Differing opinions and solutions 
force us to work toward compromise. 400 years of gerrymandering led to a system 
where legislators were drawing lines to choose their constituents rather than the other 
way around. That’s why the League pushed for a constitutional amendment to add  
citizens to the redistricting process. The amendment wasn’t perfect, it was a  
compromise. The resulting process was messy but it was transparent and citizens were 
able to participate. The new maps did not favor incumbents but sought to correct 400 
years of manipulating who is represented by where the lines are drawn and by whom. 
We’re excited the resulting districts provide many opportunities for new candidates  
and new voices. 
 
Sometimes our circumstances force us to accept change. The pandemic brought many 
inequities to light–especially in terms of broadband availability. The League pressed  
legislators to work for solutions that have now provided most Virginians broadband  
access. To address climate change, we advocated joining the Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative (RGGI). The money generated is providing programs to mitigate the effects of 
flooding across the commonwealth. 
 
We strongly believe in the power of the vote and opportunities to participate in society 
through exercising the right to vote. We supported a compromise amendment that 
would have paused voting rights until someone serving a felony sentence was released. 
Despite bipartisan support across the political spectrum and polling that 65% of  
Virginians support this right, the majority party refused to let voters decide at the ballot 
box by killing both House and Senate bills in a House subcommittee. This thwarts the 
will of the people. We will continue to support universal right to vote and work for  
passage of legislation to protect and expand voting rights. 
 
Our League is midway through four studies to update our positions and form new ones. 
Our hope is that the studies will provide new tools we can use to lift up more voices and 
provide important changes in our laws for the betterment of all Virginians. 
 
Change is inevitable. The League adapts and sometimes drives the change to make  
Virginia more representative for us all. Thank you for embracing change by using your 
voice to work towards providing a bigger table with a seat for everyone. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Virtual Meeting 

 

Standing Rules 
 
A motion to adopt these rules will be made at the opening plenary session.  
Amendments may be offered and require a majority vote to adopt. The rules, as  
proposed or amended, require a two-thirds vote  to adopt. Suspending a rule requires 
a two-thirds vote.  
 

1. Only accredited delegates representing local Leagues, MALs, and state board 
members may vote.  

2. Only accredited delegates and those authorized by the president or the  
delegate body may address the Council.  

3. In debate, no person shall speak more than once until all others who wish to 
speak have done so, and no person shall speak more than twice on the same 
motion. Debate shall be limited to two minutes per speaker unless other  
procedural limits apply.  

4. Delegates must raise their hands using the Zoom “raise the hand” feature and 
wait to be recognized by the president before speaking.  

5. Speakers shall announce their names and Leagues when addressing the  
Council.  

6. Only announcements related to the business of the Council or the welfare of the 
participants shall be made. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Tips on Parliamentary Procedure 

 

 
Making a Motion 
To make a motion the delegate uses the “raise hand” feature on Zoom, is recognized 
by the president, states their name and local League, then states the motion.  
 
Seconding a Motion 
It is not necessary to agree with a motion to second it. A second means there is more 
than one person who wishes to discuss the motion. If a motion is coming from the 
board or committee, no second is needed.  
 
Amending a Motion 
A motion may have two amendments pending at one time. The first amendment must 
relate to the main motion. The second amendment must relate to the pending 
amendment.  
 
Closing Debate  
The motion to close debate (call the previous question) needs a second but is not  
debatable. It takes a two-thirds vote to adopt. If the motion is adopted, an immediate 
vote is taken on the pending question.  
 
Raising a Point of Order or Parliamentary Inquiry 
A delegate may raise a point of order to correct a breach of parliamentary procedure. 
If the delegate is unsure how to proceed, they may inquire for advice from the  
president. Raising a point of order is an interrupting motion and must be made while 
there is an opportunity to make the correction. 
 
Limiting or Extending Debate  
A motion may be made to limit or extend the limits of debate needs a second but is 
not debatable. The motion requires a two-thirds vote to adopt. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Parliamentarian and Delegates 

 

 

League Parliamentarian 

South Hampton Roads Martha Rollins 

 

League Delegates 

Arlington and Alexandria City Lisa Koteen Gerchick, Janet Ladd 

Charlottesville Carol Cutler,  Stephanie Lowenhaupt  

Fairfax Area   Pat Fege, Katherine Ingmanson 

Falls Church           Allison Brown  

Fredericksburg   Debbie Combest 

Loudoun                       Priscilla Godfrey 

Lynchburg   Jennifer Gauthier, Carla Heath 

Montgomery   Peggy Layne, Debbie Travis 

Prince William Fauquier   Janet Gorn, Connie Gilman 

Richmond Area                           Jane Newell, Kelly Coleman 

Roanoke                                     Jean Holzinger, Freeda Cathcart 

South Hampton Roads  Heather Miller-Tokarz, Jeanne Hanewich 

Washington County  Merry Jennings, Rose Ann Jenny 

Williamsburg  Sudie Watkins, Susan Bivins        

MAL                             Tonja Roberts 

ILO LWV National Capital Area    Joyce Starks 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Minutes of  the 2020 Council 

 

League of Women Voters of Virginia 

Minutes of the State Council 

Saturday, June 6, 2020 

Virtual Meeting, Zoom Platform 

 

President Deb Wake called to order the State Council Meeting, Educating Voters in 

the Age of Covid, in a virtual Zoom meeting, on June 6, 2018, at 9:00 A.M.  

Secretary Martha Rollins took the minutes. President Wake welcomed convention 

delegates and guests. She introduced First Vice President Joan Porte. Peggy Layne 

was introduced as Zoom administrator. Vice President Porte introduced other  

members of the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Virginia (LWV

-VA): Second Vice President Mary Crutchfield, Secretary Martha Rollins, Treasurer 

Debbie Combest; and Directors Janet Boyd (Voter Service), Carol Noggle, 

(Legislative  

Coordinator), Erni Bridges (Intern Coordinator), Andrianne Konstas (Membership), 

Janet Gorn (Program), and Julia Tanner (Advocacy).  

First Vice President Joan Porte gave the Credentials Report and called the roll of the 

Council. She reported that the quorum was satisfied. She then introduced the  

Parliamentarian, Mary Swain, who read the Rules. 

Kristy Lockhart was acknowledged for the design of the Council Program Booklet. 

President Wake put the question to the Council on the adoption of the Council  

Program Booklet and asked if there were any objections. There were no objections. 

The Council Program Booklet was adopted. 

President Wake called attention to the Minutes of the 2018 Council Meeting that 

were printed on page 9 in the Booklet. She thanked the Readers’ Committee that 

had approved the Minutes: Pat Cochran, Sharon Keifer, and Cathie Fisher Braman. 

President Wake asked for corrections to the Minutes. Hearing none, she announced 

that the Minutes were approved. President Wake then appointed the Readers’  

Committee for the 2020 Council Meeting: Carol Proven, Prince William County;  

Rebecca Lawson, Richmond Metro; and Sue Botts, Fredericksburg Area. 

President Wake called upon Advocacy Chair Julia Tanner to report the results of the 

Advocacy Challenge. Director Tanner said that all Leagues participated this year. 

She said there were 3,627 actions, substantially more than last year. The “actions” 

were member contacts with state elected officials and legislators. The computation 

was weighted with reference to the size of the League membership. Third place, 

$150 – Arlington-Alexandria; Second place, $250, Roanoke Valley; and First place, 

South Hampton Roads, $650. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Minutes of  the 2020 Council 

 

President Wake asked the Council to vote electronically on the Zoom panel or by  

telephone on adoption of the Rules that were read by the Parliamentarian. The  

President announced that the vote carried. 

President Wake called upon Budget Chair Grace White to present the proposed budget 

for Fiscal Year 2021. The President said that Alison Wilson and Nadyne Hick also 

served on the Committee. Chair White explained several highlights, noting that the 

expense of the Women’s Legislative Roundtable was moved from the Education Fund 

to the Operating Fund. She also pointed out the line item for purchase of wares to be 

sold at the LWVUS Convention. There is no increase in the dues structure. The budget 

balances and totals $68,221. This amount represents an increase over the last year 

which was $57,060. President Wake called for the vote on the adoption of the  

Operating Budget for 2020-2021. Vote carried. 

President Wake reported the resignation of Director-at-Large Carol Noggle, Legislative 

Coordinator, at the conclusion of the Council meeting today. The President  

commended Director Noggle for her countless hours of service, her meticulous  

research in tracking legislation, and her reliable voice in advocating for the League.  

To show the appreciation of the League of Women Voters of Virginia, Carol Noggle 

was presented with the Outstanding Service Award, a sculpture engraved with the 

words: 

League of Women Voters of Virginia presents the Outstanding Service Award to Carol 

Noggle for her years of service and tireless efforts to promote the League’s goals of 

Educating Voters and Defending Democracy, June 6, 2020. 

President Wake called upon the co-chairs of the Elections Study Committee to present 

a report of their work to the Council: Lisa Koteen Gerchick, Sidney Johnson, Jane 

Newell, and Allison Brown. The deadline for local Leagues to respond to Part I is  

October 31, 2020. The timeline for Part II is November through February 1, 2021. 

After a Recess of fifteen minutes, President Wake introduced the Committee Chair of 

the Study of Affordable Housing Alice Tousignant. Responses to the Study are due by 

October 31. The Committee and its PowerPoint are available to local Leagues,  

including presentations and Q&A. 

President Wake called upon three Directors to describe their current outreach.  

Advocacy Chair Julia Tanner explained how to sign up for issue groups.  

http://bit.ly/LWVCommitteeSignUp, http://bit.ly/LWVVAIssueComms, and  

http://bit.ly/LWVVA-issues-menu. Membership Chair Andrianne Konstas asked  

members to fill out the skills share survey. Intern Coordinator Erni Bridges described 

the new Intern program, reported that four interns were starting, and said that we 

are engaging students for the summer and fall. She asked for resumes and names. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Minutes of  the 2020 Council 

 

After a recess of eighteen minutes, President Wake introduced the Keynote Speaker, 

Allison Robbins, President of the Virginia Registrars of Virginia, and the Registrar of 

Wise County. 

Next on the program were First Vice President Porte and Voter Services Director Janet 

Boyd. 

They presented ideas and advice on the topic of “Voter Outreach in November.” 

After a brief recess, President Wake introduced Claire Gastańaga, Executive Director 

of the American Civil Liberties Union of Virginia. She spoke to the proposal for a state 

Constitutional Amendment to guarantee the right to vote to all. 

Last were presentations from Tina Bunjo of FairVote, Virginia, on Ranked Choice  

Voting, and Eileen Reavey, the National Grassroots Director of National Popular Vote 

who advocated that states join the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact. 

President Wake thanked participants and asked everyone to save September 12 for 

Fall Workshops and May 21-23 next year for the state convention at the Mark Center 

in Alexandria. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 P.M. 

 

Martha Rollins, Secretary 

Approved: Carol Proven, Rebecca Lawson, Sue Botts 
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Kelly Thomasson served as Secretary of the  

Commonwealth from 2016 – 2022, the only person 

in recent history to be appointed to the position by 

two governors.  

As Secretary of the Commonwealth, Kelly was  

passionate about creating a state government that 

is open and welcome to everyone. Kelly assisted the 

Governor in recruiting and appointing over 5,000 

qualified, service-minded individuals to serve on  

Virginia’s boards, commissions and councils, proudly appointing the most diverse group 

of board appointees in Virginia’s history. She also led the effort to provide second 

chances to individuals across the Commonwealth. She oversaw the Governor’s restora-

tion of civil rights to returning citizens; streamlining the process and implementing poli-

cy changes that resulted in the restoration of rights to over 300,000 individuals. Under 

her tenure, the clemency process was also streamlined to be more fair and transpar-

ent, and more Virginians pardons than under all other past governors combined.  

In addition to also managing extraditions, service of process, authenticating documents 

and commissioning Notaries Public, Kelly and her team supported the Governor’s Office 

of Constituent Services and Community Engagement, the Council on Women, the  

Virginia African American Advisory Board, the Virginia Asian Advisory Board, the  

Virginia Latino Advisory Board, and the Virginia LGBTQ+ Advisory Board. As secretary, 

Kelly was honored to serve as the Governor’s liaison to Virginia’s Indian Tribes and 

proud of the many historic actions taken to return land and respect to indigenous  

peoples in Virginia.  

Kelly joined Governor Terry McAuliffe’s administration as Deputy Secretary of the  

Commonwealth in 2014 and was appointed as Secretary in 2016. Governor Ralph 

Northam reappointed her in 2018 and her term concluded in January 2022. Prior to 

that service, she worked for Senator Mark Warner for 13 years in various capacities, 

including Projects Director in his U.S. Senate office and Director of Scheduling in the 

Office of the Governor. Kelly is a native of Richmond and received her Bachelor of Arts 

degree from Virginia Commonwealth University. She is involved in many local  

community activities and serves on the board of the Patrick Henry YMCA and the Lead 

Virginia Board of Directors. She is a graduate of Lead Virginia and was named Top 40 

Under 40 by Style Weekly in 2017.  

League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  

Council 2022 

Keynote Speaker –  

Former Secretary of  Commonwealth,  

Kelly Thomasson 
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Leadership and civic engagement  

educator, Jes, with one S, Davis (she/

her) works to develop a new generation 

of community leaders. For nearly a  

decade Jes has been working with  

college students through developing their civic identity, ethos, and  

agency. She currently serves as Assistant Director for Leadership & Civic  

Engagement within VT Engage: The Center for Leadership & Service 

Learning at Virginia Tech. Jes is also the co-author to “A Critical  

Examination of Community Engagement as a Practice to Foster  

Leadership” which was published in the New Directions for Student  

Leadership in Winter 2020 edition. Jes is a two-time graduate of Indiana 

University where she earned her Masters of Public Affairs with a  

concentration in policy analysis. She is also a current part-time PhD  

student in the Higher Education program at Virginia Tech.  

She believes that higher education has an obligation to prepare students 

to be active in their communities and is committed to practicing what she 

teaches. She currently serves as the LWV-VA Secretary. Jes also sits as a 

planning commissioner for the Town of Christiansburg where she lives 

with her adorable fat cat, Theodore.  

 

League of  Women Voters of  Virginia 

Council 2022 

Leadership Training –   

LWV-VA Secretary and  

Assistant Director for Leadership and 

Civic Engagement for VT Engage 

at Virginia Tech, Jes Davis 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia 

Council 2022 

Engaging Women to Serve on  

Commissions and Run for Office –  

Virginia Program Manager, RelectUs, 

Dorothy Heffron 

Dot has a proven background in public  

service and equity advocacy. A Virginian 

from age four, she holds degrees in both history and political science from 

Virginia Commonwealth University. Dot currently serves her community as 

the vice-chairwoman of her local school board, and has a deep understanding 

of the challenges within structures and systems that women policymakers 

overcome. Her connection with ReflectUs began with her participation in our 

Virginia Women’s Leadership Council, where she has worked with women 

leaders across the Commonwealth to build relationships and expand network  

opportunities. Dot is presently working on her capstone project as a member 

of the inaugural UNUM Fellowship cohort. Her project, designed to expand  

equity in her community, is a program that delivers leadership development 

and project-based changemaking opportunities to minority high school  

students in her district.  
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – First Vice President, Joan Porte 

 
We did it! We pivoted to a fully virtual Convention and pulled it off with just a 

few  glitches. Our members stepped up, as League members do, and attended  

pre-session trainings and were fully engaged as we worked through this  

plaform. Special congratulations to co-chairs, Judith Helein and Kathleen Matusiak 

and the  entire Convention Committee who pivoted seamlessly and made this  

event work.  

We even did something new and held a two-day Justice Weekend in place of the  

normal Fall Workshop. Our Issue Groups were integral to the planning of this  

momentous program. We had 100 viewers at one point, proving that while we lose 

the personal contact  with the virtual environment, it does help members who would 

normally be unable to attend events in person, that opportunity.  

Pre-Session was held virtual and we smashed all attendance records, with more 

than  100 members and partner members engaged. We had our usual group of  

fantastic  speakers imparting information on the upcoming General Assembly  

session. The event was kicked off by Commissioner of Finance, K Joseph Flores and 

our keynote speaker was Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth and Director of  

African Ameri can Outreach, Traci J. DeShazor.  

Our last totally in person event was League Day 2020. We were wholly virtual for 

our  2021 WLRTs and League Day and then pivoted to hybrid events for 2022.  

Members  who felt safe were able to attend in person at the SunTrust Building but 

those who  couldn’t or who just couldn’t make that trip to Richmond were able to 

tune in  virtually. Speakers for the 2022 hybrid League Day were Nicole Porter,  

Senior  Director of Advocacy for The Sentencing Project, Sheeba Williams, Executive 

Director  of NoLef Turns, Delegate Lamont Bagby, Chair of the Virginia Legislative 

Black  Caucus, Gloria Custalow, member of the Mattaponi Tribe, Delegate  

Charniele  Herring, Richard Walker, Executive Director of Bridging the Gap,  

and Michelle  Kanter Cohen, Senior Council for Fair Elections Center.  

“Women and the Vote”: I also had the privilege to work with the committee  

updating  the League history started by the late Bernice Colvard. Bernice’s version 

ended in  2009 and the new edition, continues our great history through 2021.  

The book  will be ready for publication soon and you can preorder here  

https://lwv-va.org/lwv-of-virginia-shop/. 

I chaired a committee working to administer a Civics Education Grant received 
from  the LWV Us which is allowing us to send voter information to low-income  
housing  sites, battered spouse shelters and high schools throughout the state!  
We are also  preparing a video for college students by college students on how to 
vote. In  addition, we are collaborating with partner organizations to assist returning  
citizens  with their voting rights. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Second Vice President, Erni Bridges 

 

Nearly all American women would agree the Pandemic changed our lives, but our  

experiences vary drastically. We’ve all had to pivot, transition to new methods of  

accountability and guidance. We’ve all learned to focus on the positive first. No missed 

opportunities. We have had to move forward with our duties and business opportunities 

to ensure the growth of the work of the league.  

We’ve met our legislators, community organizations, voters, and members virtually to 

continue the work and service of our league. Our virtual meetings have been a crucial 

tool to stay connected while maintaining physical distancing requirements of our public 

health COVID19 guidelines.  

As a member of LWV-VA State Board, I would say the members of our board adopted, 

pivoted, and faced COVID-19 restrictions with a concern for safety for all. We used 

common sense and safe measures to reach our members, community, and friends.  

Virtual meetings became our ally to help us for the work of the league. During 2020, 

2021, and now early 2022 we have stayed front and center, responding to support, 

workshops for our community, and members.  

Our issue groups (11) were on point and extremely impactful. The group leaders gave 

us the opportunity to be more knowledgeable, informed, and to serve our league and  

community. The ability to meet virtually has kept us engaged with our league  

members; the women we work with daily, monthly.  

COVID-19 did not stop our Pre-Session on December 1, 2021. Planning, of course, has 

always been key. Our President, Deb Wake and Denise Harrington, LWV-VA Advocacy 

Director, presented the League’s legislative priorities for the upcoming legislative  

session. President Deb Wake kept things moving as we received valuable information 

from many outstanding speakers. 

The 2022 Women’s Legislative Round Tables were outstanding, informative, and  

inclusive. More than just a way to gain knowledge, the round tables were a way to  

engage and reconnect and experience a deeper appreciation for service to our  

communities.  

Every year during the General Assembly Session, LWV-VA provides a nonpartisan  

forum open to the public to discuss and share information on issues and legislation. 

Members and others were able to meet and work productively virtually and could also 

attend in person in the Tidewater Room at the SunTrust Center at 919 East Main 

Street, Richmond, Virginia. All attending in person had to be fully vaccinated. 

Virtual meetings allowed our League to do the important work of, “Empowering Voters 

and Defending Democracy.” 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Treasurer, Debbie Combest 

 

The LWV-VA is made up of two entities: the LWV-VA Operating Fund, a 501c4  

organization, and the LWV-VA Education Fund, a 501c3 organization. Separate bank 

accounts and separate books are maintained for each using the accounting software 

QuickBooks. 

 

We begin FY 2023 having built up our financial reserves allowing us to provide more 

for our members and communities. The Operating Fund income was more than  

expenses this FY as once again our in person events became Zoom or in the case of 

WLRT, both. LWV-US awarded grants to use within the 501c4 Operating Fund to use 

for Redistricting education and another that we used to provide postage for local 

league Voter Services use.  

 

The Education Fund receives many donations throughout the year and holds/

monitors the funds for various grants.  With this FY the only Program within the  

Education Fund was the Fall Workshop. As it was virtual no expenses were incurred 

but a few registrants did make donations. The various grants include Redistricting, 

Civic Education and RevUp. 

 

As the LWV-VA Treasurer the main responsibilities are to bank deposits and make 

payments, recording in the correct set of books (one for the OpFund and the other 

Ed Fund). Reconcile each bank account monthly, submitting reports to the BOD 

monthly, taxes, yearly Solicitation form renewals, Business entity registration 

amongst other duties throughout the year. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Budget Committee Chair, Cathie Braman 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Budget Committee Chair, Cathie Braman 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Budget Committee Chair, Cathie Braman 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Program Director, Carolyn Caywood 

 

 

When the League advocates for or against legislation, it is on the basis of a Position 

resulting from Study and Consensus. A League study is a thorough examination of 

facts and weighing of pros and cons that guide development of consensus  

questions. Consensus responses inform the study group about areas of agreement on 

which a position can be drafted to be voted on by delegates to the biennial  

convention. This two year process that the League calls Program has a second part in 

which the whole membership participates. 

Every position is reviewed by each League every two years before the Convention to 

see if it needs to be updated or retired. This review may also reveal gaps that require 

new studies. At its 2021 convention, LWV-VA agreed to pursue four studies:  

Childcare, Education Equity, Environmental Justice, and Money in Politics. Childcare 

and Education Equity will build on existing positions while Environmental Justice and 

Money in Politics are new for Virginia.  

The Childcare Study is interviewing stakeholders – providers, parents, and officials, 

and reviewing the literature.  Education Equity has three subgroups, one studying the 

meaning of a high quality education, another comparing funding capacity and  

effort among the state’s local schools, and the third researching how other states 

fund school buildings. Environmental Justice reviewed existing LWV US and LWV-VA 

positions, and is now developing case studies of environmental (in) justice in  

Virginia. For Money in Politics, the draft report of the Joint Subcommittee to Study 

Comprehensive Campaign Finance Reform and the outpouring of legislation it  

prompted have revealed some fundamental questions for the study to address.  

This past winter, the state and local Leagues each reviewed national League positions 

so that our input could inform the LWV-US Convention this June. Our state-wide  

Issue Groups also reviewed the positions relevant to their issue and their input was 

incorporated into the state League’s response to the Program Planning Survey. Next 

winter we will repeat Program Planning for our state positions and every year local 

Leagues review their own positions.  

As Program Director, I help keep all these processes on track, answer questions,  

distribute information from outside Leagues, and explain how all these moving parts 

fit together to ensure our positions are useful and represent the consensus of our 

members. I’ve also been working with the Issue Groups that proposed the studies 

and participating to a limited degree on each study to be sure I understand.  

Beginning this fall, you will hear more from the study groups as we move toward  

the consensus discussions.  
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Program Director, Carolyn Caywood 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Voter Services Director, Janet Boyd 

 

Voters throughout Virginia were looking forward to significant new voting access 
rules as our last Council was beginning in 2020. Bills had cleared the General  
Assembly permitting no excuse absentee voting, permanent absentee voter list,  
satellite voting locations during the Early Voting period, drop boxes, elimination of 
photo ID requirement, automatic voter registration, mandatory high school voter  
registration time, allowance for mailed ballots to be returned the Friday after the 
election, among other positive changes. These changes required the Voter Services 
Leaders throughout Virginia to undertake significant voter education efforts, all this in 
the middle of a pandemic that placed significant restrictions on in person events.  
Additional voter access  improvements were approved in the 2021 Session.  
Fortunately, all these improvements were retained through the end of the Regular 
2022 Session, even after a large number of bills were introduced to reverse these 
beneficial voter access rules. The effect of liberalizing voter access resulted in a  
Democratic Presidential candidate receiving the most votes in Virginia in November 
2020; and the Republicans winning the statewide offices in 2021. 

This year, our Voter Service Leaders in the Local Leagues are faced with managing 
voter education in the context of redistricting, with a new Vote411 database entry 
system. All the US House Districts have new lines for the November 8 General  
Election (and associated Primary Elections on June 21), plus many local races also 
have new lines. The LWV-VA Board determined that the most effective way to  
ensure that Virginia voters are not confused is through complete coverage by 
Vote411. Accordingly, this year, the LWV-VA is paying the entire cost for Virginia to 
use Vote411, as well as for a consultant who will use Department of Elections district 
line (GIS) data to enter all localities’ redistricting data into the Vote411 database. 

For the November General Elections in 2020 and 2021, the Local Leagues and  
volunteers for the LWV-VA entered basic candidate and statewide referendum  
information for all Virginia voters. Additionally, for the 2021 General Election,  
Members at Large (MAL) volunteers addressed 1,000 postcards to women voters in 
key Delegate races. 

For both the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school years, the Local Leagues have  
attempted to register high school students, facing restrictions due to the continuing 
impacts of the pandemic. Governor Northam endorsed the Governor’s Challenge  
program with the LWV-VA, but the new Governor Youngkin has not focused on the 
program as of the date this report was drafted.  

The LWV-VA continues to host the Local League Voter Service Leaders’ monthly 
meeting to compare best practices, learn the status of new laws and rules affecting 
voters and elections, as well as share documents through use of a the Voter Services’ 
Google Share Drive. 

 

 



22 

 

League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Membership Director,  

Andrianne Konstas-Salvette 

Membership 

Despite the pandemic, membership in the Roanoke Valley League remained steady. 
Through the efforts of our membership chair, Carol Rowan, we reached out to  
members in the late fall of 2021 in several ways: 

We asked members to tell us whether they’d like to be active or passive members of 
the League, passive being defined as interested in the cause but not interested enough 
to engage actively. Roughly two-thirds indicated they wanted to be active. 

We conducted a series of small-group meetings with members, asking them what  
activities they were most interested in. The majority said they wanted to be engaged 
in voter services events. 

At these meetings, we introduced a proposal written by one of our members, Cynthia 
Miller, titled “Meeting Basic Needs.” The aim of the proposal is to help promote  
self-sufficiency for individuals and families, and to prevent or reduce poverty.  
Depending on member interest (we are still in discussion), these areas might include 
health care and affordable housing and transportation. We would identify local groups 
with which we could partner. 

Voter Services 

Although our members opted not to register voters in person this year, they promoted 
voter access in several other ways: 

We sent informational flyers to local retirement communities, city libraries, and a local 
homeless shelter. 

Two of us took VOTE411 training and entered candidates into the system.  

Members sent 1,000 GOTV postcards to underserved voters in low-turnout zip codes. 

We sent letters offering to help 14 area high schools meet the Governor’s Challenge. 
This is a new undertaking for our League. Although the response was limited, we  
think that was largely related to the disarray caused by the pandemic. We’ll try  
again this year. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

State Board/Off-board Reports – Advocacy Director,  

V. Denise Harrington  

 

During the 2022 Session, members worked diligently year-round. Our very active  

Issue Groups made recommendations for the “A Just Commonwealth” event. Also, the 

Chairs met on a weekly basis during the legislative session and reported on pertinent 

legislation. League members within the groups facilitated advocacy efforts by tracking 

legislation, coordinating testimony, writing testimony and submitting it in writing or 

delivering it virtually or in person to the appropriate committee. The Voting and  

Elections IG further organized their teams into sub-groups in order to follow specific 

legislation. There are currently 90 plus members who are active in the Issue Groups. 

Advocacy training was conducted in November and more than 70 members attended.  

Many local leagues conducted legislative meetings within their areas, and responded to 

action alerts. There were 471 responses (does not include responses to Outreach Circle 

alerts) from members between February to March. Members emailed their legislators 

and committee members and shared alerts with their friends and family via Outreach 

Circle. This increased the LWV-VA’s sphere of influence outside of our membership.  

A Hybrid model was utilized during the WLRT’s; the attendance average was around  

70-80 including League members, legislators from both sides of the aisle and a  

plethora of representatives from partner organizations. WLRT’s were laser-focused  

on our Legislative priorities: the constitutional right to vote partnered with  

auto-restoration; removal of the witness requirement for absentee ballots; opposition 

to diversion of funds from public education; campaign finance reform; and full  

disclosure whether a property has flooded or is located within a flood plain. Due to  

parliamentary maneuvering, the right to vote was never brought before the full House. 

This legislation will be re-introduced next year. Several Bills are in conference  

currently. More detailed information will appear in the Newsletter. League members 

were engaged with these issues from the very beginning.  

COVID protocol restrictions were still being utilized, and 35 members participated in 

person for League Day, and virtually,100 PLUS members participated. Folders, with  

information on opposing and supporting bills (with talking points) were provided for 

members in person or virtually-through the shared Google Drive. Members received  

up-to-date information on current bills, legislative issues, information for the  

pre-arranged meeting with their legislator and sat in the Gallery to be recognized as an 

organization.   

Your League needed you; and so many of you worked so hard to make phone calls, 

emails, phone text, etc. and drove for in person visits with your legislators. Thank you, 

for empowering voters and defending our Democracy! 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Arlington and Alexandria City 

 

Joan Porte, President 

Obviously, one of our biggest changes  is our name. We are so excited to include 

more members from Alexandria. 

We have all adapted to the virtual world. We held pre- and post-legislative sessions 

with members of our General Assembly delegation, and we held at least five virtual 

candidate forums.  

During the 2020 General Election, we mailed more than 3000 postcards encouraging 

citizens to vote. That postcard action continued through the 2021 Gubernatorial  

election when we sent another 500 cards.  

For the LWV-US January 6 commemoration, we mailed another 500 postcards to  

unregistered African American voters.  

We instituted an investment program to preserve our financial strength for future 

generations of League members.  

On the League’s 102nd birthday, we sent Valentine thank you postcards to our  

legislators who normally vote for the League initiatives and included our  

legislative priorities.  

Our Civics Committee is working with the Arlington Library and Arlington Public 

Schools to produce local civics programs. We are continuing to collaborate with the 

Girl Scouts to produce our Voter Girl Civics Program. 

We continue producing our podcast with Arlington Independent Media on topics  

important to area residents.  

We continued to register eligible high school students and are establishing voter  

registration programs in area colleges. We also held voter registration drives at  

several low-income housing sites.  

We testified at the Arlington County Pre-Legislative Session on the League’s  

legislative priorities. 

Eleven members attended the LWV-VA League Day virtually where we held  

meetings with all members of the General Assembly who represent Arlington and  

Alexandria City. 

The Affordable Housing Committee testified before the Arlington County Board on  

the building of low-income housing in several locations around the County. We  

participated in the Missing Middle Country housing program. We are partners with  

Arlington County in the Diversity Race and Equity Program.  

We are working with the Arlington Registrar’s office on videos to combat  

mis/disinformation.  

Our new member meetings continue to be held virtually.  
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Charlottesville Area 

 

Pat Cochran, President 

 

Today we have 154 members. 

 

Despite many covid challenges we managed to continue committee meetings via zoom 

throughout the year Including a 75th LWV-CVA Anniversary exhibit at our local library. 

The Natural Resource Committee held monthly examinations of the Albemarle County  

Comprehensive Plan including the authoring of some of the chapters. In March 2022, 

we sent a formal recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to adopt climate change  

criteria in the upcoming revisions of the Comprehensive plan. The Committee also held 

a webinar titled “The Dark Side of the Sun” examining the problems encountered with 

some solar solutions. 

 

Voter Services included a seminar on “safe and secure” ballots with speakers from the 

local Election Board. Voter information handouts were distributed through food banks 

and “tabling” handouts. Pocket guides containing voter information were  

distributed in Fluvanna County. Plans are underway to have specific voter guide triptics 

for more of our surrounding counties. A group was established to attend Board of  

Elections committee meetings in Fluvanna and Albemarle Counties. We had NBC 29 

coverage of the governor’s challenge for Sr High School Registration for National Voter 

Registration Day. A Candidate Forum was held for the Fluvanna County School Board 

Candidates. We also had renewed Vote 411.org participation. 

 

A new group has been formed to examine Healthcare issues. They are in contact with 

the LWV national group sharing healthcare information and issue coordination. 

Our Gun Violence Prevention group had numerous shared endeavors with local Gun  

Violence Prevention groups. Tabling events and remembrance vigils were held. Action 

alerts about legislation were well distributed via newsletters and social media. 

 

Early childhood education was carefully followed with an upcoming seminar examining 

local issues. Our group worked closely with Mrs. Northam’s early childhood education 

efforts. 

 

Our Social Justice Reform group held a very engaging seminar with local magistrates 

explaining about their roles within the system. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Fairfax Area 

 

Pat Fege and Anu Sahai, Co-Presidents 

The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area now has nearly 400 members.  

Our members conducted 130 voter registration drives at local farmers markets,  

area festivals, COVID vaccination clinics, and high schools. In addition, we held a  

county-wide National Voter Registration Day event at all twenty-one Fairfax County  

Public Libraries. We also visited local senior residences to assist with voter  

registration, mail-in ballot requests, and witness signatures.  

We arranged and held six virtual candidate forums for Virginia House of Delegates  

candidates. These forums were posted on YouTube and hosted on our website, so people 

who could not attend the virtual sessions could view the forums. Our fall General Meeting 

was virtual and featured Fairfax County General Registrar, Scott Konopacek, who  

answered questions and engaged in conversation with our members.  

We created free informational materials which were distributed to the public in events, 

libraries, and governmental offices. These included: 

- Facts for Voters 

- Fairfax VOTER newsletters 

- Quick Reference Guide for Voters 

- Virginia Elections are Secure 

- What’s on the Ballot? (So popular that we reprinted it twice!)  

- What Officials Are We Voting for This Year? 

Two of our members represented our league on the Fairfax Redistricting Advisory Board.  

Three of our members served on the Fairfax Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) Working Group that resulted in the passage of a 

Fairfax Board of Supervisors Resolution. These members, and our co-president, were  

recognized on International Women’s Day.  

Our members wrote two informational reports: “Virginia’s New Cannabis Laws” and 

“Native Americans and the Vote.” These were published in our newsletter, Fairfax VOTER, 

and discussed in unit meetings. A third report, “The League of Women Voters and  

Reparations: Part I,” is scheduled later this spring. In addition, our units read and  

discussed White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack and Invisible Women:  

Exposing Data Bias in a World Designed for Men. More information about this material is  

available on our website at https://www.lwv-fairfax.org/newsletters. 

During the 2022 Legislative session we organized meetings with a few of our  

delegates (Keam, Krizek, Bulova, and Tran) over Zoom.  

Currently, we are making final arrangements for our Annual Meeting to be held in April. 

We are conducting a membership survey to gather input and determine how we can work 

with our members even better in the future. Even with COVID restrictions, we had a  

productive year!   
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Falls Church  

 

Allison Brown, President 

Voter Services 
 
Falls Church hosted a City Council forum and a School Board forum in October over 
Zoom. Across both events, we had over 250 participants. We also published a  
Voters Guide in our local newspaper and distributed it at apartment buildings with 
high numbers of traditionally underserved people. 
 
Program 
 
We held a virtual program almost every month this year, including: 
 
 - A “Budget 101” discussion led by our Deputy City Manager 

- A Conversation with Del. Marcus Simon covering a range of timely issues 
- A Conversation with Council Member Letty Hardi covering a range of issues,  

including Falls Church City’s work to promote equity 
- A speaker from the Department of Justice regarding voting rights for people 

with disabilities  
- An Affordable Housing forum (the third in a series) 

 

Membership  

Falls Church has 100 members. We also hosted a virtual birthday party in February 

and a fall membership social. We held the fall membership social outdoors, and it was 

the first in-person event since February 2020. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Fredericksburg Area 

Diane Shea, President 

 
Like other Leagues who were significantly challenged during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
we continued to hold general meetings for our membership and the community on a 
variety of topics, primarily on Zoom. Our redistricting coordinator worked hard to  
involve our members and others about the state redistricting process and actively  
motivated our members to contact the state redistricting commission regarding  
various map proposals. Ultimately, we were pleased to see that the City of  
Fredericksburg and the urbanizing areas of surrounding counties were consolidated 
into more compact and less gerrymandered districts.  

We also continued our voter education and registration activities. In particular, we  
began a partnership with the Fredericksburg Regional Food Bank to register its clients 
who participate in drive-through pickups. Because of financial support from the 
LWVUS Education Fund, we plan to continue and expand the partnership this year.  

We published our annual “Facts for Voters” brochure with an easier-to-read page on 
voting deadlines and added additional contact information for county administrators 
and the city manager.  

For the first time, we participated in the Vote411 voter education effort. Our  
coordinator submitted information that included not only state candidates but also 
candidates for our county supervisors, school boards and city council.  

We made efforts to diversify our outreach to under-represented communities by  
partnering with local NAACP chapters and Sigma Delta Theta Sorority to register  
voters and co-sponsor candidate forums.  
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Loudoun County 

 

Priscilla Godfrey, President 

The League of Women Voters Loudoun County held two fall candidate forums for  

Virginia General Assembly seats. Some were hybrid with people attending and people 

viewing them online.  

We increased participation in Vote 411 by 498%. We also paid for a video on voting 

that we posted to Facebook and YouTube. We held voter registration drives and  

registered a number of voters in several locations. We supported the local census 

count with a league member attending their meetings. Loudoun County was among 

the highest recorded census counts in the state. We also donated $1,000 to the  

suffragette memorial in Fairfax County.  

We continued our postcard campaign fall 2021 reaching out to new voters and  

infrequent voters in our County. 

In 2019, four league members attended in person the League Day at the General  

Assembly. During the 2021 session, we communicated with our representatives on 

bills we opposed and bills we supported. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Lynchburg 

 

Jennifer Gauthier and Jennifer Woofter, Co-Presidents 

 

Despite the challenges of operating during a pandemic, our League worked hard on 

redistricting efforts and managed to get the city of Lynchburg into a single district. 

Thanks to the efforts of folks who testified before the state commission and contacted 

its members, we enacted positive change for our community. Our actions support the 

League’s “Campaign for Making Democracy Work” and, in general, our efforts this 

year were spent largely on voter education and registration. 

 

We have also continued to support our local Drug Court, which works to prevent  

incarceration and offers a pathway for people to become drug-free and lead  

successful lives. 

 

To support the DEI mission of the League, we created a Scholarship Fund to offset the 

cost of membership dues. Our goal is to diversify our local membership and reach out 

to under-represented communities. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Montgomery County 

 

Deborah Travis and Peggy Lane, Co-Presidents 

 

Statewide Study of Education Equity—Beginning in mid-2022, we worked with  

members from Leagues throughout the state to research issues of school construction 

and maintenance, operational budgets, teacher salaries, etc. that will be submitted at 

the 2023 LWV-VA convention. 

  

Voter Registration Training—Members staffed booths at the Blacksburg Farmers  

Market and at Gobbler Fest on the VA Tech campus to register voters. We also  

posted signage so, even during Covid, we could promote voter registration.  

In addition, we registered local high school students before the fall election. 

  

NAACP Collaboration—We joined with Montgomery County-Radford City-Floyd County 

NAACP Branch  in arranging online candidate forums for several closely  

followed local races. We published a 26-page Voter Guide and VOTE411 online to  

provide information on the town and county candidates.   

  

First Tuesday Talks were held monthly with guests speaking on a range of political 

and civic issues with attendance locally and from Leagues around the state.  

  

League of Women Voters Priorities were shared with our local state Senator via a 

meeting and communicated by mail with other legislators.  

  

Redistricting—We closely monitored the redistricting process with Peggy Layne, our 

Voter Services chair, on the state League committee. Our members shared comments 

on the proposed maps with the Redistricting Commission. 

  

Virtual Community Forum, held October 7, 2021, featured Rebecca Green, professor 

at William and Mary Law School, speaking about “Voter Suppression and the Future 

of Democracy.” We collaborated with the Lifelong Learning Institute at Virginia Tech 

and AARP Virginia and attracted a statewide, as well as local, audience.  

  

“Facts for Voters” was published in February 2021 and more than 4,000  

copies were distributed through government offices, community centers, libraries, 

various organizations in the county, and at the Farmers Market and voter registration  

events. We also developed briefer materials on voting and the general election and 

distributed them in the same places.  

   

Book Discussions conducted, The Untold Story of Women of Color in the League of 

Women Voters. 

 

Jessica Davis was appointed Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Coordinator.  
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Prince William-Fauquier Area 

 

Janet Gorn, President 

 

The LWVUS formally approved the request to include Fauquier County in the LWV 

Prince William Area League. A LWV Fauquier County Unit was created, and a Fauquier 

Unit Director position was added to the Board of Directors.   

 

In the past Fiscal year, the LWV-PWFA League revised and updated its Bylaws; rede-

signed the Website to make it more relevant; and, to better facilitate conducting 

Board duties, realigned the Board positions, including adding new Board of Directors 

positions: Membership Outreach Director, Advocacy Director, Media Relations  

Director, and Communications Director. In support of the expanded Board of  

Directors, the League developed a successful unique SignUpGenius Volunteer  

Program: “Work from Home.”  

 

The League co-hosted two virtual candidate fora (2nd and 31st House District) in 

Prince William County with the Committee of 100 Leaders, and one in person  

candidate forum in Fauquier County (18th and 88th House District). We conducted 

postcard campaigns, distributed the Top Ten Palm cards and the They Represent You 

(TRY) post-election brochure at community events.   

 

The LWV-PWFA continued conducting its long-standing robust Voter Registration  

Program, in both Prince William and Fauquier County. As of February 28th, the 

League has 31 State Certified Voter Registration Members, who completed 1369 high 

school student registrations at 18 high schools, between July 1-February 28, and 62  

registrations at 16 Community Events, including all 12 County libraries on  

National Voter Registration Day.  

 

The LVW-PWFA focused on carrying out the League’s Education and Advocacy Mission 

on the local level. A local government Environmental Call to Action was issued for: 

Virginia Disposable Plastic Bag Tax Law, and a Call to Action for the Virginia Assembly 

Budget Amendment Delaying the Ban on Polystyrene Containers. We wrote letters to 

the Editor. The League also organized a local Issue Study Committee to review and 

develop a proposed LWV-PWFA Policy Position on the Prince William County Racial and 

Social Justice Commission Report. In addition, the LW-PWFA has a volunteer on all 

four of the LWV-VA State Level Issue Study Committees. 

 

The League hosted a quarterly Book Discussion Group, hosted Sip and Civility events, 

and partnered with the Public Library to co-host a Book and Author Program:  

Campaign for Women’s Suffrage in Virginia. We supported the Delta Sigma Theta  

Sorority Student Orators Contest by awarding the six winners with books. The League 

publishes a monthly newsletter to keep the general membership informed.  
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Richmond Metro Area 

 

Jane Newell, President 

We emerged from the pandemic with many in-person activities while embracing  
virtual meetings for both safety and convenience.  
 
In preparation and support for the 2021 elections, our members held over twenty 
registration drives and voter education opportunities at farmers markets, flea  
markets, vaccination centers, universities and even the Richmond Folk Festival.  
Most of these were outdoor events and a number were organized for National Voter  
Registration Day. 
 
Our Vote 411 team acquired information for a great number of candidates  
running for local and state offices in Central Virginia. Our members answered the 
phones to callers with questions. Our Voter Services Committee developed and  
distributed voting fact sheets in English and Spanish. Distribution included  
coordination with affordable housing organizations to help reach their tenants. 
 
Our civics education team was able to return to Meadowbrook High School to help get 
students registered and interested in voting. Our plan is to expand this to other high 
schools in the near future and to reach area students through cooperation with the 
Virginia Museum of History and Culture’s student programs.  
 
Richmond Metro Area members participated in nearly all LWV Virginia statewide issue 
groups, and a number gave testimony for the League at the 2022 session of the  
General Assembly.  Six members were present for the state’s League Day at the  
Capitol and others attended rallies on the Capitol grounds.  
 
Program activities included our annual Advocacy Program meeting in January, and a 
second virtual meeting to review LWV US concurrence positions. Our Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Committee sponsored the author Elvatrice Parker Belsches in discussing 
her book Richmond Virginia from the Black America Series. Efforts to deepen our 
League’s understanding of DEI began with a workshop for the Board and Committee 
Chairs using the “Ten Lenses Diagnostic” led by consultant Darryl Lester. 
 
We continued to observe local electoral board meetings in the City of Richmond and 
surrounding counties. As the result of this year’s advocacy program discussion,  
observation will likely be expanded to other civic boards and committees such as 
school boards.  
 
Working with other local and statewide organizations our local League supported the 
use of Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) in the City of Richmond. A small RCV committee 
of our members has been formed.  
 
To encourage participation of both old and new members, we added an online survey 
tool to match members with League opportunities. A formal new member orientation 
was launched to be held three times a year. Administrative changes include the  
formal chartering of committees and an update to our bylaws and dues structure. 
 
We look forward to gathering in-person for our Annual Meeting at beautiful Agecroft 
Hall in Richmond in May.  
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Roanoke Valley 

 

Jean Holzinger, President 

 

Membership 

Despite the pandemic, membership in the Roanoke Valley League remained steady. 

Through the efforts of our membership chair, Carol Rowan, we reached out to  

members in the late fall of 2021 in several ways: 

We asked members to tell us whether they’d like to be active or passive members of 

the League, passive being defined as interested in the cause but not interested 

enough to engage actively. Roughly two-thirds indicated they wanted to be active. 

We conducted a series of small-group meetings with members, asking them what  

activities they were most interested in. The majority said they wanted to be engaged 

in voter services events. 

At these meetings, we introduced a proposal written by one of our members, Cynthia 

Miller, titled “Meeting Basic Needs.” The aim of the proposal is to help promote  

self-sufficiency for individuals and families, and to prevent or reduce poverty.  

Depending on member interest (we are still in discussion), these areas might include 

health care and affordable housing and transportation. We will identify local groups 

with which we could partner. 

Voter Services 

Although our members opted not to register voters in person this year, they promoted 

voter access in several other ways: 

We sent informational flyers to local retirement communities, city libraries, and a local 

homeless shelter. 

Two of us took VOTE411 training and entered candidates into the system.  

Members sent 1,000 Get Out the Vote (GOTV) postcards to underserved voters in  

low-turnout zip codes. 

We sent letters offering to help 14 area high schools meet the Governor’s Challenge. 

This is a new undertaking for our League. Although the response was limited, we 

think that was largely related to the disarray caused by the pandemic. We’ll try again 

this fall. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV South Hampton Roads 

 

Heather Miller Tokarz, President 
     

The League of Women Voters of South Hampton Roads includes the cities of  

Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk and Virginia Beach.  

Due to COVID precautions, we continued to meet virtually this year, with a few  

in-person events for voter registration and special commemorations.  

Redistricting has been a major focus of work of the LWVSHR, including participation in 

state-level hearings and planning. Our members and our local League representative 

testified at the state-wide Redistricting Commission hearings in Norfolk. 

We participated in several voter registration drives at the Foodbank of Southeastern 

Virginia (Norfolk food distribution site) and at the Engage Norfolk community event. 

In preparation for the November 2021 elections, our League collaborated with the 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., to hold a virtual candidate forum for the Norfolk City 

Council Super Ward 7 special election. This was the first November local election held 

in our area since the 2021 General Assembly passed SB1157, which consolidated all 

local elections in Virginia from May to November. 

Our League has provided quality programs and speakers each month (by Zoom) on 

various issues: redistricting, voting rights, election security, tracking legislation, gun 

violence prevention, healing racial and political rifts, critical race theory, regional  

cooperation, women’s health care and abortion rights, environmental issues and a 

2021 Election Recap. We also sent our members to speak to community  

organizations about redistricting, voting rights and elections. 

Our League collaborated with the two dozen member organizations of the Hampton 

Roads Legislative Collaborative Table, a collaboration of non-partisan nonprofits  

advocating for a joint Virginia legislative agenda of social justice issues. We  

participated in the group’s Social Justice University and championed the inclusion of 

“Money in Politics” as a legislative priority. We then met with 12 Delegates and 8  

Senators that represent our region to advocate for the constitutional restoration of 

voting rights to returning citizens and for campaign finance reform in the 2022  

session of the General Assembly. We participated (7-11 members every week) in the 

Women’s Legislative Round Table meetings. 

Our special events included  a wreath laying at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

monument and the unveiling of the Evelyn Butts historical marker (both in  

downtown Norfolk), and the celebration of Women’s Equality Day. 
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League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  Council 2022 

Local League Reports - LWV Washington County 

 

Merry Jennings, President 

The League of Women Voters of Washington County adapted to Covid restrictions by 
having zoom membership meetings most of 2021  (as well as 2020) and by 
publishing a monthly newsletter. We appreciated the easy access that virtual  
meetings provide to state meetings of issue groups, Legislative Roundtables,  
workshops and the state convention. Although meeting in person allows friendships 
between members to develop more easily, a great benefit is not having to provide for 
meals, lodging and transportation to travel five hours to meetings.  

We have benefited from the state LWV grants for high school registration and voter 
service. We have put up sandwich boards at farmers markets and are planning to 
provide table tents to high schools during their voter registration drives. New  
students at Emory & Henry College received voter registration materials in their  
orientation packets. We helped register students at UVA-Wise the week of National 
Voter Registration Day.  

We partnered with the Washington County Education Association, Washington County 
Independent Neighbors, and the Washington County Chamber of Commerce to  
promote Vote411 and held an in-person Board of Supervisors and School Board  
candidate forum in October. We used more Facebook promotions of Vote411 as well 
as putting up yard signs and sending postcards to voters in the relevant districts. We 
also provided voter education in Spanish this year.  

Six members of LWV-WC are actively involved in the Education Equity study group. 
We also partner with the Coalition of Small and Rural Schools in opposing vouchers 
and charter schools and supporting funding for At Risk schools. 

In March of 2022, we joined with the newly formed chapter of the Virginia Women 
Attorneys association to promote their showing of the film “These Things Can Be 
Done” about the suffrage movement in Virginia. 

We are developing a civics education program for seventh graders which will use a 
Jeopardy game format to teach facts about elections and civics. 

While our focus has been on voter registration and education with students, we are 
also concerned about climate change, confronting disinformation, and ensuring fair 
elections.  
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Local League Reports - LWV Williamsburg Area 

  

Sudie Watkins, President 

 

More than two years have passed since our League celebrated its 100th anniversary 

with a tea in February 2020; the last official in-person gathering. Nevertheless, our 

league has met the challenges of the virtual world and has learned to thrive in a new 

and different environment. 

Some highlights were the partnerships that developed during this time. With the  

Williamsburg Regional Library, we virtually hosted several presentations on civics and 

on the suffragist movement. In addition, we hosted speakers on topics, such as  

affordable housing, criminal justice, and more. 

Our Registrar of Elections gave a presentation about election laws, issues, and  

changes.  

With the NAACP, we participated in Juneteenth events with a caravan and a table for 

voter information and registration. Our DEI committee was instrumental in helping 

broaden outreach to other communities and organizations for increased voter  

registration. Through William & Mary, we worked with Alpha Kappa Alpha and Alpha 

Phi Alpha to reach more voters and they joined us in registration events.  

Meetings for members included a presentation and discussion with Carolyn  

Jefferson-Jenkins on her book, The Untold Story of Women of Color in the League of 

Women Voters. Another meeting featured our Chief of Police speaking about the  

issues and challenges of policing. We were invited by them to help in the National 

Night Out. 

Our Voter Services committee worked with the Social Studies coordinator to provide 

information and materials for voter registration when we could not be in the schools. 

They helped with voter registration at a back to school event and provided  

information at local craft breweries for Suds & Votes. 

Approximately 750 postcards in support for DC statehood and for the referendum on 

redistricting were generated by hard-working volunteers.  

Our Membership Committee has stayed strong and our numbers have remained 

steady with over 315 members. 

A college scholarship was established to honor an outstanding student who plans to 

pursue studies in civics, government, politics, law, or a related area of study. 

We established an observer corps to follow school boards, county boards, and other 

community boards and agencies.  

Letters to the editor and articles were sent for issues important to our League  

priorities.  

Our Williamsburg League is proud to be part of the effort to empower voters and  

defend democracy. 



39 

 

102 YEARS 

STRONG 

LEAGUE of 

WOMEN VOTERS 

OF VIRGINIA 

League of  Women Voters of  Virginia  

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Join Us! 
www.lwv-va.org | Facebook.com/lwvva/ 

Instagram: @lwv_va | Twitter: @LWVVA 

www.vote411.org/virginia 

https://www.vote411.org/virginia

